17/ 10/ 2001

Dr Mahathir: They have no neani ngful struggle

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - It is not surprising that Parti Keadil an Nasi onal
| eaders are giving up their posts as the party has no neani ngful struggle,
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He said Keadilan's only aimwas to free forner Deputy Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimfromjail where he was serving tine for corrupt
practi ces and sodony.

Dr Mahathir said its | eaders have seen that the party's only goal was to
secure the freedomof a nman who had been convicted of a crine.

"Their struggle is not to devel op the country or to i nprove people's
lives.

"So when their | eaders see that there is no neaningful goal, they wll
| eave," Dr Mahathir told reporters after |launching the Amanah Saham
Nasi onal 3 | nbang.

He was asked to conment on the fact that the party recently lost its
deputy president Dr Chandra Muzaffar and vice Youth chief Handan Taha who
have decided to remain as inactive nmenbers.

Asked i f Umo woul d accept Keadil an nenbers who wanted to rejoin the
party fromwhich they had left, he said Umo needed to know their real
stand as it could not have nenbers who wal ked in and out as they pl eased.

Asked about the Organisation of Islanic Conference's suggestion that he
becones its spokesman on terrorism Dr Mahathir said he had not been
invited to take up such a post.

He added he woul d decline the job as there were others who coul d handl e
the responsibility.

Yest erday, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar sai d Saudi
Arabia's Second Deputy Prime Mnister Prince Sultan Abdul Aziz Al Saud had
conveyed the O C s nmessage to Dr Mahathir.

The O C had wanted Dr Mahathir as its spokesman on this i ssue because he
was far-sighted and not enotional about it.

( END)
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