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Umo- Mal ay Di |l ena ( News Focus)
DR MAHATHI R S SPEECH VI EWMED BY SOVE AS "MALAY DI LEMVA [ I"

By: Jamal uddi n Muhammad and Muin Majid

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Some del egates at this year's Umo
general assenbly failed to see the reasons why Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad had rai sed the sane old stories about the weakness of the Malays in
various fields in his keynote address.

"We have heard them many tines. Didn't he have anything newto tell
us?" asked one del egate when nmet after the opening of the three-day
nmeeti ng.

At a glinpse, it seenms to be so.

But if one |looks at it closer, sonething is certainly not right with
the Malays, if Dr Mahathir has to say it over and over again, even three
decades after penning his book, "The Malay Dil emma".

In the over 180-page book published in 1970, Dr Mahathir, anong others,
touched on the 13th May racial riots in Kuala Lunpur and underlined factors
that drove the Malays to be economcally backward at that tine.

According to him anpbng the factors was the attitude of the Ml ays
t hensel ves -- contented with what they have with no desire to inprove their
l[ife for the better.

Thi s was because the Mal ays then believed that "Beras Secupak Takkan

Jadi Segantang", in other words if they were born poor, they would remain
poor and woul d never be rich.
In his speech which could be viewed as "The Malay Dilemma 11", Dr

Mahat hir said that by rough estimate, one per cent of the country's
econom ¢ wealth was in the hands of the Malays during the col onial days.
Unfortunately, after trying for 30 years, Dr Mahathir said the Ml ays

still could not cquire 30 per cent of the country's econony as outlined in
t he New Econony Policy (NEP).

"After 43 years of struggling, after allocating billions of ringgit,
after setting up several banks and funds, the achi evenent of the Ml ays
today in conmrerce and industry is still bel ow expectation.

"We still have not noved our businesses fromthe sidewalk to a concrete
shop, " he said.

The sane scenario can also be seen in the field of education.

The nunber of Mal ay students, who succeeded in getting places in
uni versities, was al so not encouraging inspite of the vast opportunities
given to them by the governnent.

This, said Dr Mahathir, was due to their own | aziness, preferring to
loiter and having a good tinme, as well as not giving enphasise to acquire
know edge |i ke students from other comunities.

"It is very sad to see Malay children with such poor qualifications
which in the absence of the special quota will see many of themfailing to
enter universities," he said.

The concl usi on one can nmake based on the book witten 30 years ago and
today's speech of Dr Mahathir is that the Ml ays have not change and they
have not |earnt.

VWhat worries Dr Mahathir is if the Malays lose their political power
while they are still weak and | aggi ng behind in various fields.

This is not inmpossible, given the present scenario where the Ml ays are
di vided and fighting each ot her.

The main factor which nmakes it difficult for themto change is their
view that the country under the Umo-Ied governnent will always be there to
protect the interest of the Ml ays.



The situation might not be so, as portrayed by Dr Mahathir, with the
opposi tion now planning strategies to get the support of the non-Mlays to
wi n the general election.

Thus, what Dr Mahathir is trying to do is to warn the Mal ays of the
consequences before it is too |ate.
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