23 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - BN
DR MAHATHI R ASKS S' WAK BN LEADERS TO | NTENSI FY COOPERATI ON

KUCHI NG Feb 23 (Bernama) -- Sarawak Bari san Nasional (BN) |eaders who
met Prine Mnister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad for two
hours behi nd cl osed doors today have been told to reinforce cooperation to
face the upcoming state el ection.

According to BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhanmed Rahmat, the prine
m ni ster also asked | eaders of the ruling coalition to settle party
internal problens so as to consolidate the BN s position.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a twd-day working visit to Sarawak, held the
meeting with themimediately upon arrival here.

Briefing reporters |later, Mhanmed said while the neeting did not raise
any indication of the election date, Dr Mahathir rem nded the coalition
partners to remain united and performtheir obligations to the people.

"We need to be strong to face the state election and this requires us
to resol ve whatever problens, big or small, am cably,"” said Mhaned.

Sarawak Chief Mnister and state BN chairman Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud
and | eaders of Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu (PBB), Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sarawak (SUPP), Parti Kebangsaan Sarawak (SNAP) and Parti Bansa Dayak
Sarawak (PBDS) attended the neeting.

PBDS president Datuk Amar Leo Mbggi e, when approached after the
nmeeting, said state BN conponent parties would have to stick to and uphold
the prime mnister's nessage especially on the need to enhance cooperation.

"Cohesion is crucial for the BN to face the upcom ng state election,”
he said.

SUPP deputy president Datuk Law Hieng Ding said Dr Mahathir's message
was a noral e-booster for state BN conponents as they gear thenselves up for
t he upcom ng state polls.
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