21 JUN 2001
Umo- Reacti on
DR MAHATHI R S MESSAGE A WAKEUP CALL TO MALAYS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Umo President Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s address at the 55th Umo general assenbly today is a
wakeup call to the Malays to quickly reunite, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik said.

Dr Ling said the president's w de-rangi ng speech, which touched on many
subj ects including information technol ogy, education and politics, conveyed
a very strong nessage to the Malay comunity -- that it was inportant for
themto fully support Umo and preserve unity.

"And as far as the MCA is concerned, Umo has been the backbone of BN
(Barisan Nasional)... we will like to see a strong Umo, which nmeans a
strong BN," he told reporters after attending the opening of the assenbly
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

Descri bing the speech as "very good", Dr Ling who is al so Transport
M ni ster said peace, stability and harnony, as stressed by the Prine
M nister, was inportant for Ml aysia's progress and to realise the vision
of becoming an industrialised nation.

Peopl e's Progressive Party President Datuk M Kayveas said Dr Mahathir's
speech al so conveyed a nessage to the Malays to reassess thenselves in all
ar eas.

He said the governnent and Umo had done everything possible for the
betterment of the Mal ays including providing many privil eges and
opportunities to progress.

"I'n short, alnost everything was given... there can't be anything
better, if they are condeming and | ooking to change the government, it
will bring them nowhere," he said adding that the opposition was not
mat ured enough to run the country.

Kayveas, who is also the Deputy Housing and Local Governnment M nister,
said that Dr Mahathir's speech al so asked the Malays to be grateful to Umo
and Barisan Nasional for its sacrifices and contributions.

He sai d another message was for the Mal ays to becone conpetent in
English to face the advent of globalisation and to avoid being bullied by
anyone.

Meanwhi |l e, Puteri Umo Chief, Azalina O hman Said said the keynote
address clearly indicated that the president was serious about
re- engi neeri ng Umo.

He said what was bei ng conveyed by Dr Mahathir was a sinple issue which
had direct link with Malays irrespective of the partry they bel onged to.

"He talks on a sinple issue - about the Ml ays being divided, being
used, being the agent of eneny - which applies to all Ml ays regardl ess of
their party and he had put it in good context.

"I think what's nore wonderful is that he did not even tell us what to
do. He just left it to us to make that choice. He is passing the burden to
del egates and all Mal ays out there to decide what they want to do about
it," he said.

VWhen asked her reaction on the fact that the president used the word
"haprak" (idots) several tinmes in his speech, Azalina said: "I like it,
it's new and better than "penyangak"” (rogue) which he used |ast year."

MCA vi ce chairman, Datuk Chua Jui Meng said by touching on basic issues
such as education and the econony, Dr Mahathir wants the Malay comunity to
i nprove their status to becone capable Malays with high integrity.

He said Umo | eaders harboured no intentions of seeking popul arity but



just wanted the Malays to cone to a stage of self-realisation.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatim said:
"I feel Dr Mahathir's speech served as a nedicinal booster for the Ml ays
and Umo in general, and the pill should be consuned for the future
survival of the race.”

He said the Umo president had once again denonstrated his capability
not only to |l ead Mal aysia but also to inject fresh ideas for Umo in its
political struggle for the country.

Meanwhi | e, Umo Secretary-General Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said the Ml ays
shoul d realise that they cannot depend on traditional factors to neet
future chall enges.

Umo Vice President, Datuk Seri Najib Razak said the speech, if
exam ned carefully by each Umo nmenber and Muslim is actually a shot in
t he arm whi ch can boost the party's struggl es and progress besides
enpowering themto face any future challenge or threat.

"I noticed that the President's speech was extraordinary in that timng
was right and his views were frank. He was outspoken in unveiling the real
probl em besei gi ng the progress and devel opment of the Ml ays.

"We are not prepared to work hard and we al nost sold the nation to
others. If we want to avoid history fromrepeating itself, then we should
shed all bad practices,” he added.

Wanita Umo Chief, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said: "I am happy the
President remined us to get back to basics and to renenber our roots as
what we have today is not a result of a windfall."

She said if the Malays forget their roots and hunbl e begi nni ngs then
there was a possibility that they could return to the days of when they
wer e | ooked down upon.

"The mesage is very relevant and clear, if there is still no
realisation after this | feel Umo will then really face problens,” he
sai d.

Raf i dah said the Prine Mnister's call for the Malays to unite and not
to forget their struggles was sonething Wanita Umo was very nuch aware of.
A del egate, Dr Ku Abdul Rahman Ku Ismail, who is also the political

secretary to Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar described the
Prime Mnister's speech as a challenge to the Malays to rise to the
occasion and to realise that the special privileges of the Ml ays woul d not
remai n forever.

He said Mal ays nust accept Dr Mahathir's criticisns sincerely and
constructively.

The President of the Peninsular Ml ay Students Association, Datuk
Suhai m Ibrahimsaid Dr Mahathir's remarks was the answer to the confusion
whi ch had been created by the opposition in the m nds of the younger
generation especially students.

Suhaim said Dr Mahathir's nessage woul d be conveyed to student |eaders
during the Malay Students Convocati on which woul d be opened by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi on July 13.

Johor Bharu Umo Division Deputy Chief Khaled Nordin said Dr Mhathir
has made the Mal ays realise Umo's role and what woul d happen to the Ml ays
if Umo was no | onger in power.

Khal ed, who is al so Deputy Wrks Mnister, said if the speech was
real ly understood by the audience, a mgjority of the Mal ays woul d accept
the truths contained in the speech.

"The question is the Malays are confused, maybe the | eaders do not
publicise it...but if it is explained well then the people will accept,” he
added.

Former Umo Youth Chief Tan Sri Rahi m Thanby Chik said the President's
address was clear that he wanted a change in m ndset anong the Malays in



order for themto be able to enter the corporate world effectively.

"We cannot observe old and outdated values and sell our rights, becone
lazy and lack initiative," Rahimsaid.

He added that Dr Mahathir's nessage was very inportant in that he
poi nted out that a higher level of unity and stability can only be achieved
if the Mal ays succeed in controlling the econony.

The advi sor to the Indian Mislim Congress of Ml aysia Mhanedumar B.
Peer Mohamed said Dr Mahathir's speech which touched on racial integration
proved that Ml aysia had managed to create smart partnership anong the
races.

"And its benefits.. the people have been able to enjoy harnmony, which
is not the situation in other Asian countries," he added.
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