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Dr Mahathir to [aunch | ocal tooth amal gam

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will
| aunch a made-i n-Mal aysia tooth amal gamthat has taken the internationa
dental world by stormon Thursday.

The cerenony at the Bukit Jalil Technol ogy Park will signal the com ng
of age of Mal aysi an dental technol ogy.

It will also nmean the cul mination of nearly 17 years of research into a
safe tooth amal gam by dental surgeon Dr S. Radhakri shnan

The 53-year-old left his boomng practise in the early 1980s to find a
tooth amal gamthat will give peace of mind to patients afraid of nmercury
poi soning fromtheir filling.

He devel oped "Silverfil" in 1989 but financial constraints prevented him
putting it on the narket.

The delay was not all bad for the Teluk Intan-born as it allowed himto
obtain international patents on the product besides additional research to
refine it.

"It is my dream and goal to replace conventional amal gans with

Silverfil,"” he told the New Straits Ti nes.
Dr Radhakri shnan's product assures that free nercury - released in
vapour fromfillings when patients chew or consune hot food or liquid - is

never a probl em

This is possible as the Silverfil powder absorbs any free nmercury within
15 m nutes or so after coming into contact.

"This due to its high co-efficient of diffusion.

"Silverfill, thus, conbines with nercury rapidly, a feature not seen in
ot her amal gans, " he sai d.

Mercury, one of the npbst toxic non-radioactive netals, nmakes up nore
than half of the amal gam

Researchers believe that years after filling a tooth, trace anmounts of
mercury continue to be released in the formof vapour.

The anmounts are triggered by chewi ng or heat.

Silverfil amal gamsets quickly and unlike others, reaction anong the
metal s ends after four to six hours, or at worst, half a day.

( END)



	Dr Mahathir to launch local tooth amalgam (NST 07/04/2001)

