31 OCT 2001

DR MAHATH R MAKES FAREWELL CALL ON LACTI AN PREM ER

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad made a farewell call on his Laotian counterpart Bounnhang
Vor achith, who ended a three-day visit to Malaysia, at his hotel here
t oday.

Dr Mahathir and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali spent 15
m nutes with Bounnhang and w fe Khammeung Vorachit.

The Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and the
m ni ster-in-attendance Datuk Peter Chin, who is Housing and Local
Governnment Deputy M nister, were present.

Bounnhang |l eft for Singapore in the afternoon.

He had held talks with Dr Mahathir and was granted an audi ence with the
Deputy Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan M zan Zainal Abidin.

VWhen hosting a dinner for the Laotion premer |ast Monday, Dr Mhathir
expressed Mal aysia's support for Laos' nenbership of the Wrld Trade
Organi sati on (WO .

Laos and Mal aysia are nenbers of the 10-nation regi onal grouping,
Asean.

VWi | e here Bounnhang al so visited the country's intelligent city
Cyberjaya and the national car-maker conmplex in Shah Al am anong ot her
pl aces.

H s deputy Sonsavat Lengsavad, who is also the Foreign Mnister, and 10
busi nessmen were in Bounnhang's entourage.
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