22/ 06/ 2001

Dr Mahathir: It's Malay Dil enma |1

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today said the multitude of problens faced
by the Mal ays now can be likened to "Malay Dilemma I1".

"Yep!" said the Prinme Mnister when asked if the concerns he had raised
in his presidential address could be |ikened to a second Malay Di |l enma, a
book he wrote on the problens faced by the Malays in the early 70s.

"No, | amnot desperate, but as a leader it is ny duty to warn the
peopl e about what woul d happen if they do certain things.

"That was the gist of nmy speech,"” he told a Press conference at the end
of the first day of the Umo general assenbly.

The Umo president was responding to a question froma foreign
journalist, who asked if he was desperate over the situation affecting the
Mal ays.

El aborating on his speech, Dr Mahathir said the Ml ays shoul d work hard,
failing which they would face a | ot of problens.

Maybe, he said, it was a dil emm

"I also told themquite plainly that they should shape up or they would
| ose out.

"It is the same nessage given by ny deputy (Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi )... that unless they close ranks and behave, we may | ose," he said.

The Prime Mnister, who has been in office for 20 years, was al so asked
about his retirement plans by another foreign journalist.

Hs reply was: "It is a very difficult question to answer. It is not
only nmy decision. If I had nmy way, | would have stepped down in 1998.

"But circunstances did not allow ne to do so then, and now | am caught
here."

Wil e sone people would like to see him"disappear or disintegrate", Dr
Mahat hir said there were others who insisted that he should stay on.

"I'f you listen to the debate today, there seens to be quite sonme support
for me. Because of that, | have to find the right time to step down."

In jest, Dr Mahathir said he had wanted to step down to pl ease "our
foreign detractors”, but felt it was not that easy as he had a
responsibility.

On whet her he woul d | ead Barisan Nasional in the next general el ection,
Dr Mahat hir qui pped:

"I don't know... | may be sick or dead, | may be rejected by ny party...
I don't know. "

Asked by another foreign journalist if there should be changes in Umo,
Dr Mahat hir said changes woul d al ways occur denocratically in the party.

He added that Umo did not want menbers to resort to street
denpnstrations to overthrow the present party | eadership.

Asked if the Governnent's affirmative action for Bum puteras woul d be
made permanent, he said it was a safety net of sorts.

"I don't think it will be because once there is no necessity, it would
be stopped.

"The policy is ained at hel pi ng Buni puteras achi eve a certain target and
beyond, on their own, and if they succeed the policy will be scrapped,"” he
sai d.

Asked if his position in Umo was strong and whether the detention (of
opposition nmenbers) under the Internal Security Act was an over-reaction,
Dr Mahat hir said:

"The detention has nothing to do with Umo."



The | SA, he stressed, was for the security of the nation.

Expl ai ning the matter, he said there were sonme people in the country who
would Iike to see Malaysia in a turnoil as they had seen in other
countri es.

"This is because they cannot win the elections... so they thought they
could bring down the Government by staging street denonstrations.

"I'f they want, they can get the support fromthe people in the next
el ection because elections are fair.

"They al so know Qpposition parties in Malaysia can win as in the case of
the two States (Kel antan and Terengganu),” he said.

He added that the Governnent had never stopped any nenber of the
Opposition fromcontesting any parlianentary or State seats.

"They are quite free in this country, but why do they need to resort to
street denmonstrations which will only affect the poor hawkers the nost?"

"We are |l ooking after the interest of the majority who prefer a peaceful
Mal aysi a.

"If these people create problens for others, they will be detained under
the laws of the country," he said.

Asked for his opinion if Pas was still interested to neet with Umo on
the proposed unity tal ks, Dr Mahathir said:

"I think they fear that they would | ose the support of the non-Mal ays if
they talk to us."

He said it seened as if Pas was not interested in holding the dial ogue
(with Umo), "although we think we have common interests and Umo is
si ncere about the tal ks".

"I also think they are not sincere as they keep comng up with
conditions for the proposed talks," said Dr Mahathir.

"Pas just wants to gain political nmleage fromits actions."

On his challenge to Pas to reveal its formof Islamc State if the
Qpposition party cane to power, Dr Mahathir said: "I want themto spel
out in witing, in Chinese, what they nmeant by an Islamc State."

Asked if Pas was scared, Dr Mahathir said: "If so, Pas should admt it."

( END)
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