24/ 01/ 2001

Dr Mahathir: Renew commitnment to peace and stability

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
urged all Ml aysians to renew their pledge of support for unity and racia
har nony.

In his Chinese New Year nessage, he renminded all races to realise that
since Mal aysi a was het erogenous, no one race would be fully satisfied with
its lot, nor would it receive all that it denmanded.

"This truth nust be accepted by all races so that ... race relations in
Mal aysia will remain peaceful and stable,” Dr Mahathir said.

Cting an exanple, he said that although Bum puteras were given slightly
preferential treatnent, it did not affect the rights and opportunities of
ot hers.

Dr Mahathir added that efforts to forge a bal anced soci ety have ensured
that racial riots did not occur during the econom ¢ downturn.

He said that although the country nmade the transition into the new
mllenniumat a tine of difficulty, Ml aysians are |ucky to cel ebrate each
other's festival in peace and harnony.

Dr Mahathir urged Mal aysians to play an active role in preserving unity
and harnony during the Chinese New Year cel ebrations by visiting open
houses to mai ntain close ties.

He said nore benefits would be derived fromnational stability than from
a nation threatened by riots.

The Prime M nister added that, unlike some other countries, the people
of multi-racial, nmulti-religious Malaysia could live in peace.

"Some of us may be frommnority groups, but our rights and freedom...
to preserve our identity are guaranteed.

"Wt are free to observe our practices, culture, |anguage and religion
wi t hout obstacles.™”

Dr Mahathir said the Chinese New Year cel ebrations this year were
speci al because it is the first festival to be celebrated by the people in
the new century at the beginning of the third m |l ennium

"My wife (Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasrmah Mohd Ali) and | would like to wish a
happy Chi nese New Year to all Mal aysians, especially to Mal aysia's Chi nese
community, who cel ebrate this auspicious day."

Meanwhi | e, | eaders of Mal aysian political parties, in their nessages,
expressed a common hope that racial harnony would continue to ensure
political stability and peace in the community and the country.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik called on Malaysians to
refrain fromraising sensitive i ssues which could spark of f communa
t ensi on.

Dr Ling, who is Transport Mnister, in his statement to Bernama
expressed the hope that the Mal aysian festive tradition of visiting one
anot her's honmes woul d continue for friendship and goodwi | I.

"According to Chinese tradition, this is the year of the gol den snake
Hopefully, it will inprove the |ot of the people and brings progress to
the country in all fields," he said.

Dr Ling al so urged Mal aysians to strive hard to strengthen the country's
econom ¢ position

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, in his nessage, said al
Mal aysi ans, especially the Chinese community, should focus on val ues t hat
ensured their continued prosperity and devel opment as |oyal citizens.

"The val ues inherited frompast generations that are followed as a way



of life - hard work, thrift and initiative - have created prosperity and
stability that is a matter of pride enjoyed by Chi nese Mal aysi ans of the
present generation," he said.

Dr Lim who is Primary Industries Mnister, said the people nust
continue to nurture the give-and-take spirit that enbodi ed the uni que
soci ety of Mal aysi a.

Sar awak Deputy Chief Mnister and Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP)
president, Tan Sri Dr CGeorge Chan Hong Nam expressed a wish to see the
Chi nese continue to integrate well and live in harmony with other races
while maintaining their identity in Sarawak.

Dr Chan, who is also State Finance and Utilities Mnister and State
I ndustrial Devel opment Mnister, said: "I would |ike the Chinese comunity
in Sarawak to pass on this good trait of theirs to their future
generations so that Sarawak will becone a nodel State in Ml aysia for
peace, unity and racial harnony where extremsmin all forns is non-
exi stent.

He said tol erance and respect for others' custons and beliefs had been a
hal | mark of the people of Sarawak.

Peopl e' s Progressive Party president and Deputy Housi ng and Local
Governnent M nister Datuk M Kayveas expressed hope that the festivity
woul d foster closer rapport anong people of all races.

"The cel ebration should be taken as an avenue to put aside all racial
differences and for people to cone together as one and incul cate
t ol erance, " he added.

Nati onal Unity Advisory Panel nmenber Datuk Lee Lam Thye said as they
cel ebrated the Year of the Golden Snake it was appropriate for themto
refl ect on past achievenents in nation-building to prepare thenselves for
the chal l enges that |ay ahead.

Lee said as part of the Mal aysian conmunity, the Chi nese shoul d take
pride in the fact that since independence they have made many
contributions to help the country devel op.

"I wish torenmnd all my Malaysian friends that racial harnmony and unity
must never be taken for granted. ... The country's unity renmains one of
our greatest achi evenment."

Mal aysi an Yout h Council president Saifuddin Abdullah said the council,
whi ch represented 37 youth organi sations, gave inportance to racial unity
anong people of all races and religion.

( END)
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