20 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Kel ant an
DR MAHATHI R LAMENTS KELANTAN S BACKWARDNESS

TUMPAT, July 20 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday expressed his regret over Kel antan's backwardness with not
much devel opnent conpared to other states which have seen rapid growh
since the country attained i ndependence.

"There is no visible devel opnent and the people seemto be |eft
behi nd,” he told a nmedia conference at the end of his one-day visit to
Kel ant an.

Acconpani ed by Kel antan Umo | eaders, Dr Mahathir took a bus ride to
have a cl oser | ook at the pace of devel opnent in Tunpat and Pasir Mas
districts.

Dr Mahathir said fromhis observation, he found that Tunpat -- the
district said to be the nost developed in Kelantan in the 1950s
-- had not devel oped at all and only had buil di ngs and houses built
about 50 years ago.

"I"'mvery sad. Actually, Kelantan with many calibre peopl e around nust
be nore devel oped than the other states,” he said.

He attributed the current situation to the weaknesses of the PAS-Ied
Kel ant an gover nnent .

"It's because the state governnent is not efficient in bringing about
devel opnent, the people in Kelantan are suffering,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the situation had been made worst with the Kel antanese
havi ng the opportunity to further their education to university |evel
refusing to return to the state after conpleting their studies.

He sai d these Kel antan-born graduates, who could use their know edge
and expertise to develop the state, instead feel confortable staying in
Kual a Lunmpur or in other big towns.

Asked whet her the federal governnent would help to generate growth in
Kel ant an, including approving financial allocation sought by the state
government, Dr Mahathir said it was difficult to fulfil as PAS | eaders were
fond of maki ng sl anders.

"W want to help but if they continue to condemm us, how to hel p. They

call me dog, devil, biggest devil, is it fair.
"After that, they ask us for help, how to help. VWich devil will help
human beings. If | ama devil, | cannot hel p human bei ngs,"” he said.

Earlier, when addressing about 5,000 people at Pengkal an Kubor here, Dr
Mahat hir called on the Kel antan people to eval uate the backwardness of the
state due to the PAS governnent's failures.

"Kelantan's future is in the hands of the Kel antan people. After this,
el ect an efficient governnent that is capable of devel oping Kel antan, a
state government that enjoys close rapport with the federal governnent so
that a | ot of assistance can be tapped fromthe federal governnent," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Kelantan could actually be proud as many Kel ant anese
had beconme successful entrepreneurs and held high positions in the federa
government and | eadi ng conpani es.

Unfortunately, these people are not keen to return to Kelantan and to
develop their own state, he said.

"I believe if the situation is conducive, they will return to the
state, " he said.

I n RANTAU PANJANG, Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, held a
cl osed-door neeting with Rantau Panjang and Tunpat Umo division | eaders at



Sekol ah Kebangsaan Gual Tinggi.

Present was Kel antan Umo |iai son chief Datuk Mistapa Mhaned.

Dr Mahathir later nade a brief visit to the Rantau Panjang town, a
popul ar shoppi ng spot at the Mal aysi a- Thail and border, and mingled with the
| ocal s.
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