30 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r - Umo
DR MAHATHI R WANTS UWNO MEMBERS TO CORRECT THEI R WEAKNESSES FI RST

SHAH ALAM June 30 (Bernama) -- Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad wants the party menbers to correct their own weaknesses before they
can nake a bigger and nore neani ngful contribution to the party.

"We nust correct ourselves first. Any weaknesses that we have nust be
di scarded so that we can contribute to the party's struggle,"” he said when
openi ng the Sel angor Umo Convention here.

Only by inculcating noble values within thensel ves could the party
menbers focus on the fulcrumof Umo's struggle, nanely religion, race and
t he honel and, he said.

He advi sed the nenbers to solve their own problens although it mght be
hard to do so now because in the end they would have a better future.

Later, at a nedia conference, he said he told themto focus on what
they could do for thensel ves and not what the governnment should do for
t hem

He said the weaknesses of every Umo menber nust be rectified first so
that the party would not weaken to the extent that it affected the struggle
for the race

Asked about the culture of passing resolutions and demandi ng assi stance
fromthe government, especially Umo, he said reasonabl e requests would be
met .

"But to ask us to put noney in people's pockets is difficult. You have
to work for yourself slowy,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said nost of the demands and resol utions from conventions
and the bum putera economc congress referred to the poverty of the Ml ays.

That was why Ummo stressed the concept of overcom ng existing
weaknesses so that Umo nenbers and the Mal ays were not |left behind in the
econony.

He said the struggle for the race had still not succeeded because there
were signs of the decline of the Malays after 43 years of independence and
self-rule.

On the possibility of the Mal ays becom ng second-cl ass citizens when
the country achi eved devel oped nation status in 2020 Dr Mahathir said: "W
are hoping that it will not happen, that's why I'mtal king about it (Ml ays
hel pi ng thensel ves), hopefully we will succeed,"
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