12/ 11/ 2001

Dr Mahathir di smisses fears about non-Malays | osing political clout

BANG , Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad t oday
dism ssed fears that non-Mal ays in the country would lose their politica
clout due to denographic inbal ances.

"I don't think so, how can it happen?" he said after participating in
the PDRM TNB I nternati onal Endurance R de 2001 equestrian conpetition this
nmor ni ng.

He was asked if Chinese- and | ndi an-based political parties would
eventual | y be dissolved as the Mal ay popul ati on grew significantly.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu was reported as saying that the
Chi nese and | ndi ans woul d eventually | ose political power and be forced to
di ssolve their parties if both communities registered further negative
birth rate.

Sanmy Vel lu was responding to data rel eased fromthe 2000 census whi ch
showed a significant growmh rate for Ml ays, conpared to the sliding rate
of the Chinese and | ndians over the | ast decade.

Reiterating that the Barisan Nasional would not tolerate racial
discrimnation, Dr Mahathir said that the ruling coalition appreciated al
the races under its fold.

"I'n Barisan Nasi onal we have no problem we recognise all races ... they
are all represented in BN," he said, allaying fears that non- Mal ay- based
parties woul d eventual |y beconme redundant.

"However, we note that the opposition parties obviously discrimnated
agai nst other races despite claining to be non-racial."

On Keadil an president Datin Seri Wan Azi zah Wan Isnail's open invitation
for DAP to rejoin the opposition front, he said that it was "their"
prerogative

"Maybe t hey have no friends now," he said in jest.
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