04 MAY 2001
Mahat hir-Castro
DR MAHATHI R, CASTRO TO DI SCUSS Bl LATERAL COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad and Cuban President Fidel Castro will discuss bilateral cooperation
as well as economic and international issues during the latter's three-day
state visit to Mal aysi a begi nning on May 11.

"Bilateral cooperation and cooperation within the Goup of 77, the
Non- Al i gned Movement, the world situation.... the economc situation wll
be anmong the itenms that will be discussed,” the Prime Mnister said when
asked about the issues that would be raised during Castro's visit.

The Cuban leader is making his first visit to Malaysia at the
invitation of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah.

Dr Mahathir last visited the Cuban capital of Havana in April |ast year
to attend the first South Summit of the Goup of 77 (G77). His first trip
to Cuba was in 1997.

Cuba opened its resident enbassy here in 1998 while Malaysia set up its
per manent mission in Havana | ast March.

Meanwhil e, a Wsma Putra statenment said Castro woul d be acconpani ed by
Cuba's foreign mnister and seni or governnent officials.

The statenent noted that Kuala Lunmpur and Havana have axcel |l ent
bilateral relations.

"The visit will provide the oportunity for both side to discuss ways to
further strengthen bilateral cooperation and to exchange views on issues of
mut ual concern especially issues facing the devel opi ng countries," the
statenent said.

During Castro's visit, the two countries will sign an Economi c,

Techni cal and Cul tural Agreenent.

The statenent said Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah would host a state
banquet in honour of the Cuban | eader.

Castro's talks with Dr Mahathir at Putrajaya would be foll owed by a
[ unch hosted by Dr Mahathir.
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