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DR MAHATI R TO ATTEND 7TH ASEAN SUMWM T | N BRUNEI

KUALA LUVMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad wil |
attend the 7th Asean Sunmt, Asean +3 and Asean +1 summits wi th China,
Japan and South Korea in Brunei on Nov 5 and 6.

A Wsma Putra statenment here says the prinme mnister will head a
del egation conprising Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar,
International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and
senior officials fromthe rel evant agencies.

Dr Mahathir will be acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohaned Ali.

The statenent says that while in Brunei, Dr Mahathir will attend a
di nner for Asean | eaders on Nov 4 hosted by Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah.

On Nov 5, he will attend the 7th Asean sunmmit, followed by [unch with
the Asean +3 | eaders and the Asean 3+1 Sunmit in the afternoon.

The following day, he will attend the Asean +1 Summit w th China, Japan
and Korea respectively.

The statenent says Dr Mahathir will also take the opportunity to neet
other leaders in bilateral neetings on the sidelines of the summts.

The 7th Asean Summit will provide the opportunity for Asean |leaders to
access the progress of cooperation progranmes anong Asean nmenber countries
following the 4th Asean Informal Sunmit in Singapore in Novenber 2000, it
adds.

The | eaders will also discuss current issues that have inplications to
Asean and the ways to further strengthen Asean cooperation in the areas of
devel opnent, econom c, trade and finance.

The statenent says that the Asean+3 Summit and the Asean+l Sunmit with
Chi na, Japan and Korea will provide the opportunity for the |leaders to
assess the progress of East Asia cooperation, follow ng the | ast Asean +3
Sunmit and the respective Asean+l Sunmit in Novenber |ast year in
Si ngapor e.

The Asean+3 | eaders will also take the opportunity to exchange views
and further discuss ways to strengthen cooperati on anong countries in East
Asia, the statenent adds.
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