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Mahat hir-Vi sit
DR MAHATHI R HAS Tl GHT SCHEDULE | N DUBAI

By: Harlina Sanmson

DUBAI, April 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi || have a tight programme during his two-day working visit to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) begi nning tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir, who is scheduled to arrive here at 1lam is scheduled to
call on his counterpart Shei kh Makt oum Rashid Al - Makt oum who is al so UAE
Vice- President and the Rul er of Dubai.

Mal aysi an Anbassador to the UAE Dat uk Syed Hussein Al habshee said Dr
Mahat hir woul d al so deliver a keynote address to corporate and busi ness
| eaders at a conference hosted by the Emrates International Forum thened
"Meeting the Chall enges of the 21st Century: The Role of Mislim Nations."

This is the second time Dr Mahathir has been invited to give a keynote
address at the annual forum The first was in 1998.

Emirates International Forumwas set up in 1993 with the Crown Prince
of Dubai and UAE M nister of Defence Shei kh Muhammad Rashid Al - Makt oum as
its honorary chairnman.

Dr Mahathir is also expected to have a question-and-answer session at
the conference, he told Ml aysian journalists covering the prime mnister's
visit.

In the evening, Dr Mahathir will visit the Dubai Internet City,
Emrates Hills and Dubai Marina, he said.

He will also witness the signing of two Menoranduns of Understanding
(MOUs) between the Miltimedi a Devel opment Corporati on and Dubai I nternet
CGty.

The other is between AirportXchange (Rpt AirportXchange), a Ml aysian
conpany whi ch devel oped the airport managenent solution for KL
International Airport, and Dubai International Airport and Dubai Internet
CGty.

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to have dinner with the Ml aysian
community hosted by the Ml aysia C ub UAE.

Syed Hussein said about 200 Ml aysi an professionals and busi nessnen are
wor ki ng in UAE, nanely in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharj ah.

On the second day, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to perform Friday prayers
at the Juneirah Mosque and attend a | uncheon hosted by Shei kh Mohamed.

In the evening, the prime mnister will visit Burj A -Arab, the world
fanous hotel in Dubai.

He is scheduled to | eave for hone at 1lpmand arrive in Kuala Lunmpur on
Sat ur day nor ni ng.

The UAE is a federation conprising seven emirates -- Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Sharj ah, Ajman, Umnm Al - Quwai n, Ras Al - Khai mah and Fuj ai r ah.

The total area of these emrates is about 83,600 sq kmwith a
popul ati on of about 2.94 mllion.

Abu Dhabi is the federal capital and Islamis the official religion.

Mal aysi a has its enbassy in Abu Dhabi and consul ate in Dubai .

The UAE is considered Mal aysi a's biggest trade partner in Wst Asia.
Last year, the trade bal ance between the two countries reached RMB. 8
billion in Malaysia's favour.

Dubai is the business and conmercial centre of the enmirate besides
being the fastest growing tourist and business hub in the West Asia region.
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