06 JUN 2001
Mahat hir-Vi sit
DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR TOKYO FOR FOUR- DAY VISIT

SUBANG June 6 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft for Tokyo tonight for a four-day visit during which he is
expected to hold talks with his Japanese counterpart Junichiro Koizum .

He is expected to deliver a keynote address at the 7th N kkei
International Conference: The Future of Asia -- "Beyond @ obalism in Tokyo
on Fri day.

The executive jet carrying the prime mnister and his wife Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali left the Royal Mal aysian Air Force station here at
11pm

Among those at the RVAF station to send off the prinme mnister was his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to speak on globalisation at the U Thant
Di stingui shed Lecture Series at the United Nations University tonorrow,
according to his tentative progranme issued by the Foreign Mnistry here.

The prime mnister is also scheduled to visit the NIT Misashi no R&D
Centre.

He will also neet Mal aysi an students in Tokyo for a dial ogue session.

Dr Mahathir last visited Japan in June | ast year during which he
attended the 6th Ni kkei International Conference organised by the nedia
group Ni hon Kei zei Shinbun.

Japan is now the largest investor in the manufacturing sector in
Mal aysi a and the second | argest trading partner accounting for 16.7 per
cent of Malaysia's global trade of US$180.4 billion (RM685.52 billion).

Mal aysia's total trade with Japan in 2000 saw an increase of 28.1 per
cent over that in 1999.

Exports to Japan accounted for 13.1 per cent of Malaysia' s total
exports while Japan was the | eading source of Ml aysia's inports accounting
for 21.1 per cent of total inmports in 2000.

Among Asean countries, Ml aysia is the second | argest exporter to Japan
after Indonesia, according to the International Trade and |Industry
M nistry.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Anbassador to Japan Dat uk Marzuki Mohaned Noor
told Bernama in Tokyo that Dr Mahathir would be conferred an honorary
doctorate by the Meiji University tonorrow

This would be the first time a Japanese university was conferring an
honorary doctorate on Dr Mahathir, he said.

Mar zuki said the prine mnister would be the 18th recipient of the
honour and the fifth foreigner to be conferred the honorary doctorate by
the university which was established in 1881.

The prime mnister's speech at the United Nations University will be
telecast live on the Internet through ww. unu. edu.
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