07 JUL 2001
Mahat hir-Party
DR MAHATHI R OPTIM STI C BN WLL BECOVE A PARTY IN ITS OMN RI GHT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is optim stic that the Barisan Nasional will one day becone a party
inits own right and not remain a coalition conprising nmany conponent
parties.

He sai d devel opnents were already taking place in that direction
especially in Sabah where various parties accept the ethnic races in the
state.

"I amoptimstic that with time BN will beconme a party in its own right
and will not remain a coalition,” he said in his keynote address at the
one-day Fourth BN Convention at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here today.

The BN chairman al so said Umo itself had received the Kadazan and
Chi nese (fromthe Akar party which has since been dissolved) in Sabah as
menbers of the party.

"This is a devel opment which should be given attention by all other
conponent parties of BN, that is not to give priority to one race only but
to acconodate all other races,"” he said.

He added that BN fromthose days had a goal to realise a Ml aysian race
as the "BNis a party for the Ml aysian race".

However, Dr Mahathir admitted that this vision would take tine to
beconme a reality as some changes nust be brought about including, ensuring
equal economic status and to w pe out suspicion anbng one anot her

"Wth this approach, suspicion can be considerably reduced and
cooperation anong BN parties can be enhanced to such an extent that the
race factor will not dom nate things. W will take time but this is our
obj ective," he said.

BN was forned in 1974 and its nmenbers conprise 13 conponent parties and
had its hunbl e begi nnings fromthe days of Parti Perikatan which existed
bef ore i ndependence.
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