04/ 08/ 2001

Dr M's assurance on proposed nmeritocracy

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanadt oday
assured the people that the proposed neritocracy policy for entry into
public universities would be inplenented in a constructive manner.

He said while the Governnent would stick to its decision on this, the
proposal woul d be carefully defined and given a | ot of consideration
before i npl ement ati on.

"W will not destroy everything ... we will define it carefully and
inplement it in a constructive manner," he said at the presentation of
Fi nance M nistry's excellent service awards here.

Dr Mahathir said he could not give details on how the proposal would be
i npl emrented as he had yet to explain the plan to Umo nenbers.

"I want to explain what we want to do in order to wake up the Ml ay
parents and community. They will then seriously attend to education
matters for their own good," he said.

Last Friday, the Governnent proposed to take radical steps to tackle the
probl em of Bum putera students |aggi ng behind in educati on.

If the neritocracy policy is adopted, university entrance will be based
on qualification and nmerit and not on racial quota.

Replying to a question, Dr Mahathir said he had expected Pas to
politicise the neritocracy i ssue to woo support fromthe Ml ays.

"But we are not only responsible for the party (Umo)... we are
responsi ble for the people. Umo is responsible for the Ml ays."

He said noral decline anong the Mal ays was so bad that many crimnals,
rapi sts, drug addicts, H V/ AIDS patients, nmurderers and school truants
were fromthe comunity.

Dr Mahathir said during early days of independence, the Ml ays were
serious about studies, but now they were nore interested in being
i nfluenced by Pas' political lies.

The Prime Mnister said he knew for a fact that sone university students
wer e canpai gni ng for Pas.
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