18 MAR 2001
Mahat hir - GP
DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES MALAYSI AN GRAND PRI X

SEPANG March 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad t oday opened the 3rd Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix (GP) here, the
second round of the 17-1eg of the 2001 World F1 Chanpi onship at the Sepang
F1 Grcuit here.

In a colourful and spectacul ar opening cerenmony, Dr Mhathir, the prinme
nmover in the hosting of the prestigious event in Mlaysia, struck a gong
triggering an audio effect that was heard all around the circuit.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was drriven around the 5.543kmcircuit by Sepang
International Crcuit (SIC) chairman Tan Sri Basir Ismail in an open-top
vi nt age Mercedez-Benz.

The 22 F1 drivers were also taken around the track to salute the fans
froma specially-built float, designed to reflect the high-performance
aspect of the F1 car itself.

The decorative notive on the float is a "songket" design, an exquisite
hand- woven sil k and gold thread fabric worn by Ml ays on cerenoni al
occasi ons.

The openi ng cerenony was followed by a traditional Malay dance "Zapin"
performance by some 200 | ocal dancers.

To start the spectacul ar march past, the popul ar Petronas Mtorsports
team di spl ayed their astoni shing vehicle control.

The Kual a Lunmpur City Hall band al so nade their debut in the SIC
openi ng, followed by sonme 200 fl ag-bearers fromthe Dusun Tua Youth
Training Centre, proudly bearing the national flag "Jalur Gem | ang"
(Stripes of dory).

The ot her perforners were the three award-w nning school bands from
Sekol ah Al am Shah, St John's Institution and Sekol ah Menengah Kepong.

The cl osi ng stages of the march past showcaseed the best of the
Mal aysi an Arnmed Forces.

The Royal Mal aysian Navy (RWN) silent drill team whose
beautifully-orchestrated precision drills thrilled everyone at the RW86
mllion circuit |ast year, repeated their feat this year.

A performance by the Royal Mal aysi an Arned Forces Band was foll owed by
an aerobatic show by five FA-18D fighter planes fromthe Subang-based Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force (RVAF).

The openi ng cerenony was al so attended by the Youth and Sports M nister
Dat uk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein, diplomats, Cabinet mnisters and corporate
figures.

Mal aysi a, which hosted its inaugural F1 race in 1999, is hosting the
second round of this year's Wrld F1 GP season.

M chael Schumacher of the Ferrari teamis leading in the drivers
chanpi onship after the first round in Australia.

The practice session and qualifying session for today's race were held
on Friday and Saturday. The race is televised to about 130 countri es.
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