14/10/ 2001

Dr M Tourismpark a gift to the people

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d children should be able to study and
appreciate nature at the Paya |Indah Wetl ands tourism park i n Dengki l

The Prime M nister said by inculcating |ove for the environnent, the
younger generation could | ead a balanced life in this era of sophisticated
t echnol ogy.

Openi ng the park yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the area, about 50km from
Kual a Lunpur and covering over 3,000 hectares and hol ding nore than 43
mllion litres of water, could be an ideal centre for |earning about the
envi ronnment and nat ure.

"I hope Paya Indah will be educational for the younger generation, to
shape their personality in an era of sophisticated technol ogy," he said,
describing it as the Federal and Sel angor governnents' gift to the people.

Dr Mahathir said the wetl ands al so had enornpus touri smpotential as
there was an increasing nunber of visitors, both | ocal and foreign, who
appreci at ed nature.

"It is an ideal place for famly outings where you can spend t he whol e
day enjoying the beauty of nature or experiencing activities such as
horse-ri di ng, roving, canoeing, biking, cycling and sailing," he said,
adding that it mght cost a fortune to enjoy such facilities, particularly
horse-ri di ng, el sewhere

He al so advi sed the people to help maintain the cleanliness and
condition of the prem er eco-tourismpark, where resort-type chalets await
visitors.

There are many species of animals in the park, including mgratory
bi rds, Miuscovy ducks, crocodiles fromlLangkawi, a fish called the Arapai m
G gas which can grow to nore than two netres |ong and four hi ppopotanus
f r om Bot swana.

"W al so have the common wat er buffal oes here, but | think some of them
m ght have found their way hone,” Dr Mahathir said in jest, as the aninals
were fromnearby villages. The Nile hippopotami were a gift fromthe
Bot swana Gover nnent .

Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd chai rman Dat uk Mbhanmed Radzi Mansor presented a
cheque for RWF50,000 to Dr Mahathir for the upkeep of the manmmal s for
three years.

Busi nessman Chua May Yoon al so nade a contribution of RML million to the
Mal aysi an Wet | ands Foundati on whi ch manages the park.

In his speech, the Prime Mnister also urged environnentalists not to be
fanatical but adopt a realistic attitude to devel oprent.

Paya | ndah Wetl ands has 14 | akes, nobst of which are disused tin mning
pool s.

The Governnment has lent RMB3.4 million to the foundation to nanage it.
Speaki ng just before the Prime Mnister, Ml aysian Wetl ands Foundati on
chairman Tan Sri Razali Ismail said it took "four |long years" for the park

to materialise

Thanki ng the Governnent and Dr Mahathir for his personal interest in the
environnmental project, Razali said the wetlands could supply treated water
to Kual a Lunmpur and Sel angor if the situation arose.

Razal i thanked the Sel angor Governnent for alienating the | and and hoped
that it would allow the | and be naintained as such in perpetuity.

O her interesting spots at the park are the Exploration Centre which
houses an array of interactive and educational exhibits, a Pal m Garden



reputed to have one of the |l argest collections of pal mspecies in the
worl d, and a "Rumah Mel ayu", a traditional Ml ay heritage house.

The wetl ands is open to the public from8.30amto 7.30pm on weekdays and
from7.30amto 7.30pmon public holidays and weekends. It is closed on
Mondays. On Sundays, anglers can also fish at one of the | akes for a fee.

The wetl ands, enconpassing a nyriad of ecosystens, including mning
| and, peat swanps and | akes, can accommodate 1, 300 vistors per day and is
projected to receive over 200,000 visitors in the first year

Meanwhi | e, Paya | ndah Wetl ands chi ef executive officer Miral ee Menon
announced that visitors to the park will pay discounted entry fees until
the end of the year.

"This is in conjunction with the official opening and to encourage nore
visitors here," he said.

Al so present were Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo,
Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Ghani O hman, Mal aysi an consul to Botswana Tan
Sri Dr Mohan Swami and nenber of the Mal aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on Board
of Trustees Datuk Ahnad A. Talib, who is also New Straits Tines group
editor.
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