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Dr Ms wake-up call to Umo nenbers, Malays to rise to chall enge

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

ON the day a journalist asked Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad "can your
speech be considered the Malay Dilemma 1", the Ml ays were awakened by
anot her hard-hitting speech fromthe Umo president.

Hi s address on the opening day of the 55th Umo general assenbly | ast
week obvi ously denonstrated that the Prinme Mnister was di sturbed by the
ingratitude and greed of the Ml ays.

"Yep!" replied the Prine Mnister when asked if the concerns he had
raised in his presidential address could be likened to a second Mal ay
Di | emma, a book he wote on the problens faced by the Malays in the early
70s.

It was the |ongest presidential address - one hour 57 m nutes, according
to Umo permanent chairnman Tun Sul ai man Ni nam Shah - ever delivered at an
Umo general assenbly.

Sone interpreted Dr Mahathir's speech as "bringing the Mal ays back down
to earth" but sonme perceived it as a sign of desperation

But Dr Mahat hir denied he was desperate over the situation affecting the
Mal ays, stressing that "as a leader it is nmy duty to warn the peopl e about
what woul d happen if they do certain things".

The Mal ays, especially Umo | eaders and nenbers, will be doing the right
thing if they take the Prime Mnister's advice seriously.

Bef ore the general assenbly commenced its proceedi ngs on Wednesday,
observers expected the 2,027 del egates to rai se issues, viewed by sone as
pertinent, such as the resignation of fornmer Finance Mnister Tun Daim
Zai nuddi n, Umnmo di sciplinary board's controversial decisions and Ml aysi a
Airlines.

Dr Mahathir's opening address, certainly, according to some observers,
set the tone for the assenbly.

It explains the absence of fiery speeches, to be nore exact, speeches
which were critical of the | eadership, at this year's proceeding.

The president's nessage was "to | ook at the bigger picture", said a
del egat e.

When the nessage filtered down to the del egates, they were aware that
the call was for themto end the internal bickering and that the real foes
are thensel ves apart fromtheir traditional political enem es.

To borrow Dr Mahathir's words, that bigger picture is: "Contrary to
their belief, the Malays could vanish fromthe earth or becone slaves like
in the colonial days, if they were not prepared to work hard, not prepared
to seek know edge and wi sdomin this age."

"The likelihood is nore obvi ous now because the Ml ays are di sunited,
have rejected unity because many have becone greedy as a race, even
religion is no |longer regarded as inportant as the power struggle by
parties and by certain individuals.

"Chances are we will only remain a nane in history. The Ml ays
apparently have not | earned nuch fromtheir history. The Mal ays easily
forgot their history."

He warned Mal ays that denocracy, equal rights, neritocracy and human
rights woul d be used to destroy their special rights.

As a result, the focus of the debate shifted on howto rectify
weaknesses in the party and share responsibilities.

The debate on the president's address called for concerted efforts to
m ninmse splits and cl ose ranks.



That opportunity was taken judiciously by the del egates.

Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz, the Wanita Umo chief, took the opportunity to
clear the air over the so-called strained rel ati ons between Wanita Umo
and the new novement in the party, Puteri Ummo.

A day earlier, in the Wanita general assenbly, Rafidah said: "Fromtoday
onwards, let's not tal k about this anynore ... that Wanita dislikes
Puteri.

"We have been heavily criticised because many have the perception that
we are against the formation of Puteri.

"We are fed up with the remarks. | need to clarify here that we have
never rejected the establishnment of Puteri Umo. So let's end this story
here."

Puteri Umo pro-temchief Azalina O hman Said, in her speech during the
debate, pleaded: "G ve us a chance to prove our abilities and in our own
way .

"This generation is a generation which can think for thenselves, and
with the right guidance, they can face any upcomni ng issue.

"As much as we appreciate criticismhurled at Puteri, we should not be
| anbasted with baseless criticism Gve us the opportunities to nove and
devel op according to our own nould."

The proceedi ngs al so saw a heat ed exchange of words between Umo Youth
chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein and Pasir Mas division chief Datuk
| brahimAli when the latter criticised the novenent for allegedly failing
to carry out its duties and responsibilities aggressively and effectively.

The del egates al so turned their guns on Pas. Sone labelled it as a Pas-
bashi ng session but nore inportantly, the nmenbers acknow edged the serious
threat fromits traditional foe in the 2004 general election

"Unl ess Umo nmenbers cl ose ranks and behave, we may |l ose,"” this was the
message delivered by Dr Mahathir and his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad
Badaw .

The voting pattern in the | ast general assenbly nmust have al arned the
Umo nenbers and party menbers were warned by the | eaders that if they do
not nmend their ways and wi pe out noney politics, they may |ose their grip
on the CGovernment in 2004.

The assenbly, described by H shamruddi n, served as an awakeni ng
experience for party nenbers.

"The menbers realised this was not the tinme for personal attacks and
criticism

"Instead they have realised the only way Umo can be strong is for
everyone to cone together as an entity. Umo del egates and Unmo as a whol e
have woken up and realised that the Mal ays must continue to work hard and
rise high," said Rafidah.

The curtain on the assenmbly cane down not w thout a bang.

Dr Mahathir called for Umo to remain the torch-bearer for the Ml ays
and becone masters of their own destiny.

But Dr Mahathir's remarks on the takeover issue of Nanyang Siang Pau and
Chi na Press becane the tal king point. He warned themnot to drag himinto
the controversy and spoke at great length to explain why they should not.

This tinme around, there was no need to bring Umo nenbers far fromwhere
they are. The problemis at honme. It will only be three assenblies before
2004.

Umo nenbers and the Mal ays rmust now shape up or forever be dammed. Take
it or leave it.

The Mal ays have nowhere else to go but forward. But to survive in the
modern worl d, they must be better than what they are now.
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