03/ 09/ 2001
Dr Ms poemtouches the hearts of audience at inaugural recital

Nel son Fer nandez

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Melayu Mudah Lupa, a poem by Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad on how t he Mal ays shoul d not forget their past struggles and
sufferings, was heard as a song for the first tinme at the Ml am Dekl amasi
Angkasapuri poetry recital tonight.

However, it was his other meani ngful poemto the Ml ays, Perjuangan Yang
Bel um Sel esai, that touched the hearts of the audience at the packed
Audi t ori um Perdana. They gave the Prime M nister a standing ovation after
it was sung by artiste Nora.

Dr Mahathir hinself could not contain his enptions and by the tine his
1996 poemon the Malay comunity's pai nful experience of colonialismwas
sung m dway, he was noved to tears.

The poem and Mel ayu Mudah Lupa, which was recited by the Prime M nister
at the Umo general assenbly in May and sung by the | brahi mBachi k group,
were the highlight of the inaugural event that al so showcased t he works of
renowned poets and personalities.

These included Tan Sri A Samad Isnmail, Usnan Awang, Latiff Mohidin
Ahmad Ramli, LimSwee Tin, Associate Professor Dr Siti Zainon |smail
Rahman Shaari, Khalid Salleh and JM Azi z.

Anong the artistes who sang songs based on several popul ar poens were
Ram i Sarip, Kopratasa, M Nasir and Saf ura.

Jointly organised by RTM and Berita Hari an Sdn Bhd, the poetry recital
was acconpani ed by the RTMorchestra.

The poens were categorised under four segnents: spiritual, love, famly
and patriotism

Anong t hose present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and wife Datin Seri Endon
Mahnmood, Deputy Educati on M nister Datuk Aziz Shamsuddi n, |nformation
M nistry parlianent secretary Datuk Zai nuddin Maidin and Berita Harian
group editor Datuk Ahmad Rejal Arbee.

Patriotismfilled the air when Lim who was born and raised i n Kel ant an,
took to the stage with an al nost flaw ess recital of his poem Warga
Mal aysi a.

Samad' s Bicara Dengan Terman Lama, which was first recited by the Ranmpn
Magsaysay award wi nner in 1996, was al so uni quely presented in a song and
recital by Ibrahims group

Berita Harian head of literature and culture unit Wan Orar \Wan Ahaned,
popul arly known as Sutung Urmar RS, recited his poem Nur 1 while Utusan
Mel ayu entertai nment reporter Tengku Khalidah Bidin recited Aku Anak
Kr oni .

Rahman' s poem Pesan | bu Beribu-ribu, with its sinple but catchy words,
brought smles to the people's faces when it was beautifully recited by
hi s daughter Intan Marhayu.

Several other poenms were also turned into songs, with Safura rendering
anot her of Lims fanmbus poem Sesekali, while Abu Bakar Ellah's
performance for his fast-paced Orang Kita was al so a favourite anong the
audi ence.

Ram i Sarip and Ahmad Ramli sang t he songs Taman Rohani and Kat akan
Padaku respectively.
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