12/ 02/ 2001
Dr M Back polls w nners

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has rem nded

candi dates who [ ose in the com ng Umo branch and divisional elections to
support those who are el ected.

The rem nder was anong t he advi ce he gave during a cl osed-door neeting
wi th Umo branch | eaders fromthe Gaya and Tanjung Aru divisions at the
Kuwasa Conpl ex, here, today.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after the neeting, he said there were no
specific questions raised at the neeting about the party's branch and
di vi sional el ecti ons.

"But | nentioned to themthat if there is a contest it was inportant for
the losers to support the winners," said Dr Mahathir, who is Umo
presi dent.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Datuk OCsu Sukam Ummo secretary-genera
Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob and Sabah Umo deputy chief Datuk Sall eh Tun Sai d.

The neeting was attended by 600 Umo branch | eaders | ed by Gaya Umo
di vi sion head Datuk Uzair Yahya and Tanjung Ummo divi si on head Datuk Yahya
Lanpong.

Dr Mahathir said he took the opportunity to enlighten those present
about Ummo's struggle and its way of achi eving success.

The Prime M nister said he al so expl ai ned about the need for Umo to co-
operate with other political parties and to support candi dates chosen from
ot her parties (in an election).

He said except for problens pertaining to devel opnent and squatters,
there were no other significant issues raised at the neeting.

"I will discuss with Gsu about the problemand to find a solution," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

After the neeting, Dr Mahathir and Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali
attended a dinner with Sabah Umo | eaders and nenbers at the Magell an
Hot el here.

Dr Mahathir later held a cl osed-door neeting with the Sabah Umo Iiai son
comm ttee and Assenbl ynen and MPs fromthe party.

Tonmorrow, the Prime Mnister will open the 36th South East Asia
M ni sters of Educati on Conference here.

He will neet with branch | eaders fromthe Sipitang and Beaufort
di vi sions before returning to Kuala Lunmpur in the afternoon.

Meanwhi | e, about 18, 000 people in the State have signed a petition
initiated by Kunpul an Belia Pencinta Nusa (G ntanusa) denmandi ng that the
rotation systemfor the Chief Mnister's post be abolished.

The group wants to collect nore than 150, 000 signatures by the end of
March before submtting the petition to Dr Mahathir

The petition, initiated on Thursday, is a followup to a nmenorandum
drawn up by the group after a six-nmonth study on the rotation system

The Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai was presented with a copy
of the menmorandum by the group on Thursday.

The rotation systemwas introduced by Barisan Nasional in 1994 to enabl e
the | eaders of Sabah's three main communities - the MiuslimBunm putera, the
Chi nese and the non-MislimBum putera - to head the State Governnent for a
termof two years.
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