25/ 12/ 2001

Dr M Beware of instigators trying to destabilise country

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - In rem nding the people of attenpts to underm ne the
country's religious and racial harnony, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
today called on the people not to allow certain quarters to abuse
denocratic freedomto destabilise the country.

In his Christmas nessage, the Prine Mnister said many instigators,
| ocal and abroad, were attenpting to disrupt the remarkable inter-racial
rel ations.

He sai d these groups had di sguised thensel ves as fighters for denocracy
and huran rights.

"These quarters will try to trigger chaos which can jeopardi se the
country's stability. Al their struggles are |aced with vested politica
i nterests.

"W cannot allowthemto msuse the denocratic freedomand rule of |aw
in the country to threaten our stability and achi evenents whi ch have been
brought about through painstaking efforts,” Dr Mahathir said.

Therefore, he said, Ml aysi ans shoul d not be conplacent and lulled by
the peace and security in the country.

The Prime M nister was happy that Christnas in the country coul d be
cel ebrated in a peaceful and harnoni ous atnosphere, although the world was
facing an economc crisis due to the events which took place this year.

"It is a year full of disasters, due to the doings of nen. Violence and
war have cl ai ned t housands of innocent lives |like those in the United
St ates, Afghani stan and Pal estine. In some countries, the people are stil
suffering fromall sorts of problens.

"However, people in this country live freely and confortably. W are
very fortunate because we are able to tol erate one another despite the
difference inreligion," he said.

The Prime Mnister, his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali and
the Governnent al so wish Merry Christmas to those cel ebrating the festive
season.
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