22/ 05/ 2001

Dr M It only applies to those from Akar

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Sabah Umo will only accept former Parti Angkatan
Keadi | an Rakyat nenbers of Chinese origininto its fold and not al
Chi nese from Sabah

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad clarified today that only
t he Chi nese who were Akar nenbers before the party was di ssol ved yest erday
woul d be accepted i nto Umo.

"This is only confined to former Akar nenbers and not all Chinese as
understood earlier. I'msorry for ny statenent yesterday that Umo
wel conmed all Sabah Chinese. What | actually nmeant was former Akar menbers
only," Dr Mahathir told a Press conference after chairing the party's
suprene council meeting today.

He said that Umo was prepared to accept all forner Akar nenbers of
Chi nese origin.

"The majority of the Chinese Akar nenbers are fromthe Sino group who
have been recogni sed as Bum putera, resulting fromm xed narri ages and so
on, ... this group fornms the majority of fornmer Akar nmenbers (of Chinese
origin), at the sane tine there are also a snmall nunber of non-Bum putera
Chi nese (forner Akar nenbers) whom we have al so deci ded to accept by
virtue of them being Akar nenbers," he said.

He said there was overwhel mi ng request fromfornmer Akar nmenbers to join
Umo to continue their political struggle in Sabah

Yest erday, after announcing the dissolution of Akar in Kota Kinabal u, Dr
Mahat hi r announced that as a result of overwhel ning request from Akar
menbers, Umo has decided to accept even those of Chinese origininto its
fol d.

Dr Mahathir also confirmed the appointnments of two Chinese as his
political and Press secretari es.

Wthout naming them the Prinme Mnister said the decision was nade as he
needed to better understand the thinking of the Chinese conmunity.

"There have been a |l ot of argunments (aired by the Chinese) lately and
maybe | woul d be able to understand thembetter," he said when asked why
it was only now that he had deci ded to appoi nt Chi nese ai des.
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