24/ 08/ 2001
Dr M Police acted properly

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
said the police had not exceeded their mandate in di spersing the Kesas

H ghway gathering | ast Novenber as it was their duty to keep order

He said it was not as if the police went into private hones to drag
peopl e out and beat them

"That's police brutality and it happens in many devel oped countri es.
Here, the people were breaking the I aw and the police have to stop it," he
told reporters after launching Umo Cheras' education foundation.

On Monday, the Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion (Suhakam) rel eased its report on
the Qpposition gathering on Nov 5 | ast year, finding the police
responsi bl e for human rights breaches when di spersing the crowd.

Dr Mahathir said the police's ability to keep order was now hanpered as
they have to be wary of Suhakamas well as the Western nedia |ike CNN

"The Western press will followthemeverywhere to take pictures of
"police brutality' so as to tell the world that in Ml aysia, the police
are brutal

"This hanpers their ability to enforce the | aw and protect the
citizens."

Asked about Suhakam commi ssioner Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abidin's statenent
t hat Suhakam s findi ngs were based on facts, Dr Mahathir said the
assessnent of the facts was influenced by Wstern thinking.

He said in Malaysia, the welfare of the community was inportant unlike
the West where the rights of the individual was paranount.

He added that the police had to disperse the Nov 5 gathering because it
created problens for the public. The police also had to use force because
t he denonstrators were stubborn.

The Prime Mnister pointed out that the West was tol erant of
denmonstrations until denponstrators arrived at their doorstep. Then, their
police also used force, to the extent of shooting dead a denpnstrator and
running their vehicle tw ce over the body.

"That's police brutality," he said.

On Suhakami's comment that its report was neant to spur inprovenents, Dr
Mahat hir said it should then give the report to the Governnment but once it
was publicised in this manner, it was nerely to criticise.

He added that the Government had tried to be |liberal by setting up
Suhakam

Dr Mahathir al so di sm ssed Umo suprene council nenber Shahrir Samad' s
comment that the Government should shut down Suhakamif it felt that it
was a thornin its side

"Shahrir can say what he likes. Hs opinion is of no consequence to ne.
It is sonmething that | throw into ny wastepaper basket," he said.
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