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Dr M Ml ays nmust do nore
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SHAH ALAM Sat. - In yet another rem nder to the Ml ays, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today said the coomunity faced the danger of becom ng
second class citizens in their own country when Ml aysi a achi eved Vi si on
2020.

The Prime M nister and Umo president said the tinme had conme for the
Mal ays to ask what they could do for thenselves, and not what assistance
they could get fromthe Governnent.

"There is no point attaining Vision 2020 if the poorest comunity in the
country then are the Mal ays. They nust search for the answers to their
failures and not | ook at the Governnent (for fault)," he said when opening
the Sel angor Umnmo 10t h convention at a hotel here.

He al so | aunched a Sel angor Umo training centre named "l nstitut Latihan
Budaya Mel ayu Baru".

Dr Mahathir said he noticed the main shortcom ng anong the Mal ays was
their inability to address their own weaknesses, besides the practice of
seeki ng governnent assistance. "so that their route ahead woul d be
easier".

He spoke of the scores of resol utions adopted at various Bum putera
congresses subnitted to the Government which failed to identify the rea
probl ens hindering the conmunity's progress.

"We find the resolutions are always related to poverty, for exanple
all ocation for |owcost units, taxi permts, stalls, facilities in the
villages... does it nean the Malays are only fit to demand | ow cost
houses?"

In short, Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays were poor because they want ed
ot her people to do the work for them

Citing the university adm ssion quota as anot her exanple, Dr Mahathir
said the right approach was not to demand quota i ncreases.

"The adm ssion standard for Bum putera students has been |lowered. If we
lower it further, we will have those entering universities wth poor
results. If, let's say, one day they graduate as doctors, will we trust
themto treat us?"

Dr Mahathir said the solution was to study hard and for parents to
ensure that their children obtai ned good results so that they could
conmpete with the other races on nerit.

The party president said he believed higher education would help the
Mal ays work their way out from poverty.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded Umo nenbers to continuously reviewtheir
achievenents in fulfilling the party's ains - the struggle for country,
race and religion

Wil e Umo had succeeded in bringing progress to the country, the sane
could not be said in natters concerning the race and religion.

On religion, although the party had succeeded in the physical aspects
i ke providi ng nbsques, there was still much to be done in the struggle to
unite the Muslins and inculcate the right teachings of |Islamand val ues
anong t hem

The task was made difficult by an Opposition party which used religion
to divide the Muslims, spreading lies, |abelling other Muslins as infidels
and hurling accusati ons.

In the upliftment of the Malays, Dr Mahathir felt Ummo coul d not be
proud of its achi evenents because after 43 years of independence, the



community was still lagging in many areas.

On party unity, Dr Mahathir said Umo menbers could not afford to spend
time bickering over the choice of its | eaders as naturally, no one | eader
woul d be able to command 100 per cent support.

"If | eaders are not given due support because certain quarters are
unhappy, then forever we will be fighting about this, whereas the origina
obj ective of the party is not about |eadership."”

At a Press conference, he said he hoped the Ml ays woul d not becone
second class citizens, hence his repeated renmi nders for themto strive for
the better.

On whet her there had been any inprovenent despite the constant
rem nders, the Prime Mnister said there had been sone changes, al beit not
t hat nmany.

"That's why | stressed the need for themto focus on what each one of
them can do for thensel ves and not what the Governnent can do for them

"Do not ask what the Governnent can do for you but ask what you can do
for yoursel f."

On the submi ssion of resolutions and demands to the Governnent by the
Mal ays, Dr Mahathir said reasonabl e ones woul d be given attention.

"But do not expect us to place noney in their pockets... this is
difficult. One has to work to inprove, although slowy."

To a suggestion that this "culture" was cultivated as the Governnent had
accommodat ed many such dermands, Dr Mahat hir sai d:

"W have given in because this is a denocratic party. |If not, they wll
go to the Opposition."
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