30/ 05/ 2001
Dr M No special treatnment for winners in Umo polls

Dzul karnain Taib

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Umo nenbers who have
been el ected in the recent party divisional elections will not be accorded
any special treatnment, even by the Governnent.

Dr Mahathir, who is also party president, said he will not entertain any
request for favours fromthese individuals.

"Umo was established to struggle for the destiny of the Mal ays and not
for any particular individual," he said at a nmeeting organi sed by Umo
Yout h in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

At t acki ng noney politics and corruption practised by sone party nenbers,
Dr Mahat hir said any formof corruption anbng party menbers i s not
accept abl e and shoul d be totally rejected.

"The young generation of Umo nmermbers shoul d rej ect the corrupt practice
of some of their elders

"I'f money is used to buy influence in party elections then we will
inevitably fall to its influence," he said.

The Prime Mnister nmade reference to the recent decision by the party's
suprene council to uphold the nullification of the election results of six
Umo nenbers, including three division heads, by the party's disciplinary
board

"I'f we buy votes in a party election eventually we will not hesitate to
buy votes in the general election and ultinmately we will not be ashaned to
sel|l our dignity.

"That i s why action was taken because they (the six nmenbers) portrayed a
negative culture

"I't may be seen as harsh but the effects of such actions to the Ml ays
inthe future will be much worse,"” he said

Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi, secretary
general Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaacob and Yout h chi ef Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun
Hussei n were present at the neeting.

Dr Mahathir threw a chal l enge to Youth nenbers to take up what he call ed
a practical test to gauge the conm tment and determi nation of party
menbers. This includes efforts to increase nenbership by way of a nenber-
get - nenber approach.

Dr Mahat hir said each Youth menber should strive to rope in five new
nenbers.

Two ot her tasks outlined by the Prime M nister are ensuring all eligible
party nenbers regi ster as voters and setting up operation roonms at each
branch.

"I will be making nmy rounds to all the divisions and in my visit | want
to see the list of newnenbers, newvoters and the operation roons. | am
keen to see which branch cones out tops.

"This may not be a romantic thing to do but it will prove our conm tnment
to party work," he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so advi sed Yout h | eaders not to di stance thensel ves from
soci ety.

"When you go down to the villages don't use your luxury cars. Leave them
at hone. W nust set a good exanple," he said.

Hi shanmmuddin said all Youth activities in future will have the el ement
of electionin mnd. "W have to get organised in ternms of our machi nery
and ensure that any instruction fromthe party | eadership is conveyed to
the grassroots |evel."



He added that the novenent hopes to increase the present nenbership of
850,000 to a nmllion by the next general election.
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