20/ 05/ 2001

Dr M Help maintain stability for continued progress, devel opment

JOHOR BARU, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today urged the people
to help maintain stability so that the country could continue to enjoy
progress and devel opnent .

The Prime Mnister said in a situation that was peaceful the Government
could fornul ate and i npl enent strategies to take the country, which is
al ready nost devel oped anpng devel opi ng countries, to greater heights.

He rem nded the people of the effects of the econom ¢ sl owdown in the
United States which were being felt now

"The export rate of our products to the US used to be 23 per cent, but
because of the slowdown, it cannot afford to buy that nuch fromus, so we
feel the effects. Nevertheless, we are finding ways to overcone the
probl em

"I'n fact, we have succeeded in easing the effect (of the econonic
sl omdown) ," he told nore than 3,000 people fromthe civil service, the
private sector and voluntary organi sations during lunch at the Menteri
Besar's residence, Saujana

Dr Mahathir, who ended his two-day visit to Johor, was acconpani ed by
Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali

He hoped that during times like this (when the Governnent is striving to
i nprove the econony) the people would hel p prevent the country from bei ng
saddl ed with other problenms, such as di sharnony.

Dr Mahathir al so gave sonme tips on how the people could not only sustain
t hensel ves but make sone extra noney w thout having to fall back on
governnent assistance too often in bad tines.

Farmers in Johor, for exanple, could earn a little extra by diversifying
their activities such as venturing into |ivestock farnming, fish rearing,
and even handi craft making, and not confine thenselves to oil palm
cul tivation.

"When oil pal mgave good i nconme, many turned to oil palmplanting.

"As a result, the two mllion tonnes of palmoil production annually 15
years ago has increased to about 11 million tonnes now and we have to get
t he markets."

At the sanme tine, he said, countries |like India, Pakistan and China,
whi ch were inporting oil palmfrom Mal aysia, would not take too nuch oi
pal mfrom out si de because they al so wanted to protect their own edi ble oi
i ndustry.

"So please listen to the Governnent and reduce oil pal mproduction and
if you (the farmers) can diversify your activities, then you will not be
pressed when the oil palmprice drops."

Dr Mahathir sai d besides going into poultry and |ivestock, they could
al so venture into fruit farm ng and pl anti ng nedi ci nal herbs.

On a ligher tone, he said: "People ask ne howto keep fit. Actually I
nmysel f take herbs - that's no secret.

He said all these farmng and rearing activities could be devel oped
successfully in "a big way" provided that they were pl anned properly.

"As far as the Governnent is concerned, we will help (where possible)."

Dr Mahathir said by diversifying their activities, the farmers could
still earn steady income, w thout asking the Governnent to increase the
prices of their comuoditi es.

"They nmust understand that the Governnent al so needs noney to provide
roads, electricity and water to the people.”



He said the farmers should be wise in their spendi ng when they earn good
i ncone so that they would not be in financial difficulties during an
econom ¢ sl owdown. They shoul d save and invest their noney for the rainy
days.

Dr Mahathir was happy with the rapid devel opment in Johor and believed
it would becone the nost devel oped State even before 2020 if programres
were carried out effectively and efficiently.
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