19/ 02/ 2001

Dr M Low Tabung Haji dividends "unavoi dabl e

SHAH ALAM Sun. - The | ow di vi dends announced by Tabung Haji for its
depositors | ast week coul d not be avoided, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

He sai d nost conpani es were not nmaking rmuch profits due to the effects
of the econom c sl owdown in the United States.

"We know that stock prices are down, but we want profits to be
mai ntained i ke previously. | don't think that's realistic,” he told a
Press conference after attending the New M|l enniumPatriotic Gathering at
the Mal awati Stadi um here.

Dr Mahat hir sai d when investing, one should not hope for fixed returns
as that could be considered riba, or usury.

On Feb 10, Tabung Haji announced a 5.5 per cent dividends for its
4,032, 829 depositers nationwi de, nuch | ower than the ei ght per cent
recei ved fromthe previous year

That year, Tabung Haji reportedly had to sell its stake in Nestle in
order to enable it to provide the dividends.

"I'n business, sonetinmes we make profits while at other tines we register
| osses.

"This we nust accept. If we nmake a small profit and the Governnent has
to top up, that won't be busi ness because we are taking Governnent funds,"
Dr Mahat hir said.

Asked on reported suggestions that Tabung Haji reviewits investnents,
Dr Mahathir repli ed:

"W have professional internal and external auditors who can do the
moni toring," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on the recent attack on Iraq by
United States and British warpl anes.

"I feel sad because | had hi gh hopes that with the new US Government, it
woul d be tinme for it to exam ne the previous adnministration's policies.”

Dr Mahathir said he was al so saddened by how the attack was described as
"humani tari an".
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