17/ 07/ 2001

Draw up new regul ations instead of anendi ng Act, say forner student
| eaders

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Fornmer student | eaders today said fornulating new
laws to stop political parties frominfluencing undergraduates was the
best way of keeping students from engagi ng in negative activities.

This, they said, was a nore viable nmethod conpared to amendi ng the
Universities and University Col |l eges Act 1971

They expressed concern that a review of the Act might serve to curtai
t he students' freedom of expression.

International Islamc University |l ecturer Dennis Pestana, in calling for
nore details of the proposed anendnents to be rel eased, said there was no
necessity to amend the Act.

Pestana, a former Universiti Ml aya student |eader, is concerned that a
review of the Act m ght cause students to go "underground” and as a
result, bring about even nore m schief.

"Besi des, the nunber of outspoken students are small ... they represent
only the minority. They should be allowed to air their views through the
proper channels."

He said it was inportant too that students be given freedomto express
t hensel ves, as only then woul d they devel op anal ytical skills.

"As it is, undergraduates now are already bei ng spoonfed. How can we
devel op students of calibre if they are not all owed to do anyt hi ng?"

Former student | eader and UM under graduate Stephen Doss said the
Uni versity and University Coll eges Act was al ready very conprehensive, and
as such there was no need to anmend it.

Doss, who now heads t he Persatuan Penmuda Negara Ml aysia, said new | aws
shoul d i nstead be fornul ated to prevent political parties frominfluencing
under gr aduat es.

"Legi sl ati on shoul d be inposed on the political parties out to cause
troubl e, not the students."

Doss said, however, that while the Act was conprehensive, nonitoring by
university authorities needed to be strengthened.

"The university authorities did not have many problens with students in
the early 90s. Therefore, the nonitoring of their activities becane rather
| ax.

"Now t hat students are becom ng nore outspoken, the university
adm ni stration is unsure howto bring themback in line."

Yest erday, Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdul Aziz Shanmsuddi n had
said the Education Mnistry woul d prepare a paper on anmendnents to the Act
and woul d expedite the process if there was an urgent need for such a
nove.

He was conmmenting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
statenent on Saturday that the Act might be reviewed to deter students
fromengaging in negative activities.
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