19 OCT 2001
Budget - Soci al
DUTY ON Cl GARETTES RAlI SED TO CURB SMOKI NG HABI T AMONG STUDENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 19 (Bernamm) -- The inport duty on cigarettes has
been further raised in the 2002 Budget as the governnent is concerned over
the spread of the snoking habit among school children and the | owel |evel
of public awareness on the hazards of snoking.

"Recognising this, | propose that the inmport duty on cigarettes be
i ncreased from RML80 per kg to RWM216 per kg while excise duty be increased
fromRVAO per kg to RWM8 per kg," Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said when tabling the Budget at the Dewan Rakyat today.

He said that as the neasure might lead to an increase in smuggling
activities, a nore aggressive approach would be taken to ensure that such
activities were curbed by increasing the adm nistrative efficiency of the
Custons Departnent and ot her enforcenent authorities.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Finance Mnister, said that to address
ot her social issues, a sumof RMVM5.8 nillion had been allocated under the
Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnent Mnistry to carry out programmes
under the Social Action Masterplan (Pintas) to enhance cooperation and

participation at all I|evels.
He said another RW.7 million had been allocated to the National Soci al
Service Programme under the Youth and Sports Mnistry to conbat social ills

anong youths, particularly secondary school | eavers.

In addition, a sumof RMB12.4 mllion has been allocated to eradicate
drug and crine rel ated probl ens.

"OF this, RML40.4 million is for crime prevention, mainly to conbat
drug smuggling and abuse, besides inproving treatnment for drug addicts,"”
said Dr Mahathir.

Vol untary organi sati ons such as Penmadam and Pengasi h woul d be getting
RW282, 500, he sai d.

"A sumof RML72 million is provided to accelerate crine investigation
t hrough the use of nobdern techni ques such as DNA profiling to trace
crimnals,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment acknow edged and appreciated the spirit
of vounteerism and comm tnent shown by various vol untary organisations.

It is therefore allocating an operating grant of RV2.9 mllion and a
devel opnent grant of RVMb million to 375 voluntary wel fare organi sati ons.

In addition, about RMLO nmillion is allocated for voluntray
organi sations to provi de haenodi al ysi s servi ces.

Dr Mahathir said assistance was al so given to non-governnent al
organi sations to step up activities in Aids prevention and drug abuse as
wel | as the Hospis programme for treating serious cancer patients.

"The government will provide a matching ringgit for ringgit grant for
sunms rai sed by these organisations, up to a maxi mumof RML million," he
sai d.

a special allocation would be provided for drug addicts affected by
H V/ Ai ds, he added.
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