03/ 07/ 2001

“Don't blanme the V-C

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - No one shoul d bl ame the vice-chancellor of Universiti
Mal aya Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini Mhd Zain as investigation on the fire
whi ch gutted the Dewan Tunku Canselor, is still not ready.

Cheras Umo division chief Datuk Syed Ali Al -Habshee said the cause of
the fire had yet to be determ ned.

"At this point, no one should point their fingers at the vice-chancellor
or force himto resign

"However, | believe the university's adm nistration, especially Anuar
Zaini, has to make a clarification and be fully responsible for the
incident to avoid public m sconception," he said.

Syed Ali said UMs staff and students should co-operate to find the
cause of the fire and if arson was invol ved, |egal action should be taken
agai nst those invol ved.

He al so supported the suggestion by Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departrent Datuk Dr Rais Yatimthat a special commttee which included
arson specialists be set up to determ ne the cause of the fire.

"Wth the setting up of the conmmittee, the relevant authorities wll
know t he cause of fire, whether it started froma short circuit or there
were efforts to sabotage Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad' s
attendi ng the cl osi ng cerenony of the Sinposium Penegasan Arah Tuju
| deal i sma Mahasi swa di Al af Baru, scheduled to be held two days after the
i ncident."
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