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EAGLE ARV SYSTEM TO BOOST MALAYSI A'S SURVEI LLANCE CAPABI LI TY

LANGKAW, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- The country's surveillance capability is
expected to be further enhanced with the introduction of the Eagle aeri al
renote vehicle (ARV) system product of a joint venture between Conposite
Technol ogy Research Mal aysia (CTRM) and Excelnet and its foreign partner
BAE Systens.

BAE Systens director of marketing and public affairs, Mark Ritson said
that the Mal aysian arnmed forces would be the first to acquire the Eagle ARV
but the system could be custom sed to suit the needs of other
surveill ance-rel at ed agenci es.

Apart frommlitary use, in terns of carrying out surveillance of
Mal aysia's | ong coastline, the Eagle ARV would be effective in spotting
forest fires, oil spills and for other environmental purposes, he told
Ber nama here today.

Mal aysi a agreed to acquire a single systemof the Eagle ARV for use of
its armed forces in June this year. The systemis due for delivery next
year.

The system first devel oped | ast year, conprises an Eagle aircraft, a
radar tracker, a renote receiver station and a ground control station

The unmanned Eagle aircraft, which was first constructed as a
twi n-seater basic training aircraft before undergoing nodification, can
provide its ground controllers real-tinme coloured video i nages of the
ground froma height of 16,000 ft and capabl e of covering an area within a
radi us of 250 km

"But its capability could be further enhanced," said one of the ground
controllers.

The Eagle ARV could remain on air for 10 hours, he said.

Ritson also said that the joint-venture conpany woul d pronote the Eagle
ARV abroad as there was vast potential for the systemto be adopted in
other countries especially maritine nations.

At the Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace exhibition (Lima
2001), to be held here from Tuesday to Sunday, he said, the joint-venture
conpany woul d organi se a denonstration for the trade del egati on on
Wednesday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamuad is scheduled to attend.
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