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“Make Warriors' Day nore meani ngful

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - Bl anming poor publicity for the perennial |ack of
public participation in comrenorating Warriors Day, Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak said it was tine Ml aysi ans observed every July 31
nmor e meani ngful ly.

Renmenbering the nation's fallen heroes was a recognition of the
sacrifices made by those who gave their lives for the country, Najib said.

As for the public, there should be nore to Warriors' Day than a nere
wr eat h- 1 ayi ng, bugl e-bl owi ng and poemreciting ritual at heroes
nonunent s, he sai d.

"As we renmenber our fallen heroes on July 31, we nust also contribute in
cash and kind as a token of our appreciation of their services," he said
when approached by reporters after attending this year's Warriors' Day
conmenoration at the National Mpnunment here.

Ex- servi cenen al so needed financi al assistance, jobs and other
facilities when they returned to civilian life and this was where the
public could cone in, at |east on Warriors' Day, he said.

Najib was certain that if Warriors' Day was given w der publicity,

Mal aysi ans woul d honour their heroes in a big way.

"Wde publicity is needed to inpress upon the citizenry the significance
of Warriors' Day."

Creating such awareness al so required enlightening young Mal aysi ans on
the country's struggle for i ndependence and the sacrifices nmade by its
sol diers, said Najib.

Ex- Servi cemen Associ ati on of Ml aysi a presi dent Senator Datuk Mohanad
Abdul Ghani, who was al so approached after today's cerenony, said he
wi shed to see large public attendance at future Warriors' Day observance

"W are not doing enough in observing the day. It's just renenbrance. W
have to do nore," he said

Several out-of-towners visiting the National Mnunment admitted they were
unawar e the nati on commenorated Warriors' Day today.

"I only knew about it when | asked fellow visitors why are there so many
wr eat hs today,"” said a man from Johor Baru visiting the monument with his
famly.

Earlier, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, arned forces chief Jen Tan
Sri Mohamed Zahi di Zai nuddi n and | nspector-General of Police Tan Sri
Nori an Mai, anong others, laid weaths at the nonument.

In I poh, Wirrior's Day was cel ebrated on a noderate scale with the
Sul tan of Perak, Sultan Azl an Shah, taking the salute fromsone 400
security personnel and unifornmed groups at Dataran Bangunan Perak Dar ul
Ri dzuan.

The personnel conprised nenbers of the Arny, Royal WMl aysi an Navy, Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force, Fire and Rescue Departnent, and school cadet corps.

Al so present was Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali. A
fornmer nmenber of Harimau Mal aya or Force 136, Wan Ni k WAn Ngah, 76, who
fought the Japanese during the Japanese Qccupati on was anong t hose present
at the function

Wan Ni k, who received three nedals for his neritorious service to the
nation fromthe British Government, urged the young of today to appreciate
peace and harnony achi eved through the efforts of warriors who had
sacrificed their lives.



The new generation nust renmenber the difficulties of those who fought to
free the country fromcolonialismand the obstacles they had to cross, he
sai d.

In Johor Baru, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said the people
were not doi ng enough to honour and recogni se the sacrifices of servicenen
who fought valiantly to defend the country during war and the Conmuni st
i nsur gency.

Launching the State-level Warriors' Day cel ebrations at Bukit Ti nbal an
today, Abdul Chani called on the public to donate generously towards the
wel fare of war veterans and their famli es.

He said although the State Governnent allocated RMLOO, 000 annual Iy for
the welfare of retired soldiers and their famlies, the funding was
i nadequate to support them

"Last year, only RW40, 000 was collected fromall eight districts in the
State. W nust do nore to show our gratitude towards these brave nen who
def ended our country," he said.

In Port Dickson, the celebration in the State was graced by the Yang di -
Pertuan Besar Negri Senbil an Tuanku Ja'far at the Basic Arnmy Training
Centre (Pusasda) in a sinple cerenopny.

The Ruler, who led a gathering of top mlitary brass, State VIPs
i ncluding Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd | sa Abdul Sanad, inspected a guard-
of - honour nounted by 120 soldiers of the 24th Royal Ml ay Reginment, |ed by
Maj or Zanberi Abdullah, on arrival at the centre.

Tuanku Ja' afar later placed a garland at the war nenorial at the canp
foll owed by the four Undangs, Mhamad |sa, State Secretary Datuk Mohd Al
Abdul Samad and top arny brass.
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