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Eco-touri smour best bet (HL)

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Government will ensure that tourismindustry is
managed on the concept of sustainabl e devel opment in the Iight of the

i ncreasi ng demand for eco-tourism Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said

t oday.

Enphasi si ng the Governnment's support and comm tnment to accelerate the
growm h of the industry, the Prime Mnister said the growing popul arity of
eco-touri smhad nade sustai nabl e devel oprment i nperati ve.

He said the demand for nature touri smhad even notivated the United
Nati ons to designate 2002 as the "International Year of Eco-Tourisni.

"Many believe that eco-tourismis world' s best hope to save our fragile
eco- systens.

"By establishing a lucrative business which provides an opportunity for
tourists to visit and see sonme of the npst pristine places on earth..
travel and tourismconpanies, with assistance fromthe Governnent, are
hel ping to preserve part of mankind' s natural environnent."

Dr Mahathir said this when opening the 50th Pacific Asia Trave
Associ ation annual conference at Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Sone 1, 325 del egates and nedi a representatives from55 countries are
attendi ng the five-day event themed Proud Past - Prom sing Future.

He said the tourismindustry had established itself as one of the three
strategic national industries of the newnmnllennium together with
i nformati on comuni cati on technol ogy and environnmental industries.

He said tourismwas a val ue-added industry, adding that its value rate
was estimted at nore than 50 per cent.

As a source of foreign exchange earnings, the industry has done better
conmpared to exports of autonobiles and el ectronic goods. Its job-creating
potential is also anong the highest conpared to other industries.

He said tourismwas a clean and an environnmental ly-friendly industry.

In 1999, he said travel and tourismgenerated - directly and indirectly
- internationally 11 per cent of gross donestic product, 200 mllion jobs
and ei ght per cent of total enploynent.

He said the Wrld Touri sm Organi sati on had al so projected that the
nunber of tourists worldw de would increase to one billion by 2010 and 1.6
billion people by 2020.

Dr Mahathir said the rapid growh of tourismindustry had contributed to
the overall econonic devel opment of countries in the Asia Pacific region.

"Since those involved in tourismindustry have clearly benefited, it is
only proper and fitting to expect reciprocity fromthem- in terns of
responsi bilities and obligations vis-a-vis the host countries, natura
envi ronment and consumers of tourismservices."

In this respect, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent had advi sed those
intending to devel op tourismprojects to adopt a responsible attitude and
be sensitive towards environnental conservation.

He said Mal aysia had invested a | ot of resources in building
infrastructure for the tourismsector - a nmgjor foreign exchange earner,
ranki ng second after nanufacturing.

The Prime M nister said incentives to encourage the devel opnent of
touri smhad been incorporated into the Seventh and Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl ans.

In 1999, he said, Malaysia registered a total of 7.93 mllion arrivals
and earned US$3.24 billion (RML2.3 billion) in receipts, the highest ever
in the history of the industry.



He said the encouraging growth in 1999 continued in 2000, wi th Ml aysia
achieving a newrecord of 10.22 mllion tourist arrivals, ranking third in
Asia Pacific after China and Hong Kong.

This enabl ed Mal aysia to earn US$4.95 billion in tourismreceipts.

Dr Mahathir was glad to note that many of the issues regarding the
rights and responsibilities of stakeholders in the tourismindustry which
he raised 15 years ago had been addressed in the 10 articles that nmade up
the "d obal Code of Ethics for Tourisni, formulated recently by the
or gani sati on.

He said pronoting equitable, responsible and sustainable world tourism
in the context of an open and |iberalised global econony should be the
shared responsibility of all stakeholders in the industry.

"The benefits tourismbrings to devel oping countries far outweigh the
negati ve aspects of it," he said, adding that environnental protection and
preservation of culture could be reconciled with econoni c devel opnent.

This could be done if the industry is managed on the basis of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

"The preservation of indigenous people's way of life for the sake of
touri smshould not hinder their rights to a higher standard of |iving and
noder n conveni ences. "

He said tourismrepresented an inportant force for peace by fostering
friendshi p between people and communities, thus should be nanaged in
harmony with the attributes and traditions of the host communities, with
due respect for their |aws and custons.

On their part, Dr Mahathir said Governnents in the host countries should
ensure mnimal regulations for visitors.

The Press shoul d provi de honest and bal anced coverage of events and
devel oprments in host countries to give consunmers accurate and reliable
i nf ormati on.

The Prime M nister said co-operation and co-ordination, which are
crucial for tourismdevel opnent at the national |evel, should al so be
applied in tourismpronotion at the regi onal and sub-regi onal |evels.

"Since Malaysia is not parochial in its approach to tourism pronotion,
opting instead for a “prosper thy neighbour' policy, it has participated
actively and positively in various regional and sub-regional initiatives
on tourismwith a viewto draw a greater flow of international tourist
traffic to the region, and, of course, to Malaysia."
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