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Syed Hami d- Megawat i
ECONOM C | SSUES MAY TOP MAHATHI R- MEGAWATI TALKS, SAYS SYED HAM D

KOTA TINGE, Aug 25 (Bernama) -- Current econom c devel opnents are
anong i ssues expected to feature promnently in talks between Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and | ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati
Soekarnoputri's two-day visit to Ml aysia begi nni ng Monday.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said economc matters are
expected to be discussed as Dr Mahathir had firmy held to the "Prosper Thy
Nei ghbour" principle to see all countries in the Asean regi onal grouping
progressing and the people live in prosperity.

"One issue that may be deliberated on is econony as Dr Mahathir hol ds
to the principle of seeing our neighbours prosper in the hope of hel ping
each other," he told a nedia conference here on Megawati's visit, the first
as | ndonesi an President.

He, however, did not say whether the discussions would focus
specifically on Malaysia's intention to help revive the republic's econony
as expressed during President Abdurrahman Wahid's visit to Ml aysi a
previously.

He said discussions in the first neeting with Megawati, as Indonesian
President, with Dr Mahathir woul d be an open agenda wi thout specific issues
in keeping with the normal practice for a state visit.

Besi des touching on bilateral matters between Kual a Lunpur and Jakarta,
their talks are also expected to cover politics and | atest devel opnents in
the region and international issues, he said.

Syed Ham d said Megawati, who is comng to Mal aysia, after visiting
several Asean-nenber countries would enable her to have a conprehensive
di scussion on various issues with Dr Mahathir.

"W believe, the visit will help enhance further the close ties between
the two friendly nations, resulting in closer cooperation in all
di nensi ons, " he said.

Megawati, who will be acconpani ed by her husband Taufiq Kiemas, will be
accorded a cerenoni al wel cone at Parliament Square on Mnday, he said.

I ndonesi an Foreign M nister Noer Hassan Wrajuda and a 60- nenber
del egation would al so be following Megawati in the visit being nmade on the
invitation of Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah.

Asked to comment on the proposal to nete out whipping on illegal
imm grants, Syed Ham d said Mal aysia had al ways held to the principle of
sovereignty of a country.

"I'f whipping is stated in the country's laws, it nust be abided

regardl ess of whether by Ml aysians or foreigners,” he said.

Mor eover, whipping for illegal inmmgrants was not new as it had been
enforced by a nei ghbouring country, said Syed Ham d, who is MP for Kota
Ti nggi .

"It is to discourage illegal inmgrants fromcom ng over. Malaysia can
no | onger cope with illegal immgrants who enter the country w thout

follow ng stipulated | egal procedures,” he added.

The nmedi a conference was held at Syed Ham d's residence here after the
weddi ng reception of his son Syed Sadi g Ooai di Al bar, 26, a businessnan,
wi th Natasha Datuk Abdul Karim
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