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“Ban will not curtail freedond

Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The ban on public ceramah conducted w t hout permit
woul d not curtail freedomin a country that practises denocracy, Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

In countries like the United States, he said, political parties no
| onger organi sed ceranmah after a general el ection.

"However, this is not the case in Mal aysia. Qur opposition parties are
still bent on hol ding ceramah al t hough the general election was over in
1999.

"What is even nore disheartening is that the ceramah turns into a
platformfor the opposition to spread |ies and sl ander Governnent | eaders.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a dial ogue with about 100 participants of a
sem nar on racial tol erance organi sed by the Institute of Islamic
Under st andi ng Mal aysia at its building in Jalan Langgak Tunku, off Jal an
Dut a here.

The participants included politicians fromthe ruling and opposition
parties, academ cs, students, representatives of non-governnental
organi sati on and religi ous organi sati ons.

During the dial ogue, Pas vice-president Datuk Mustafa Ali stood up to
say that there was no need for continued ceramah in the US as the nedia
there practised freedom

Replying to Mustafa, Dr Mahathir said the foreign nedia was al so bi ased
intheir reporting, had their own agenda and often negl ected i ssues in the
interest of Islamic countries.

"The truth is there is no denocracy there as only the rich can contest
inthe elections. In Ml aysia, any haprak (usel ess person) can contest.

"W should not be too influenced by what is clained by the devel oped
nati ons. They have an agenda and we shoul d not support them W do not
criticise people as and how we like, sinply because we are angry with
them

Answer i ng anot her question from Bernana executive editor Azman U ang,
who asked if the Governnent woul d extend the proposed neritocracy system
to the appoi ntnents of university vice-chancellors, Dr Mahathir said it
woul d be i npl emented in stages.

"The proposal to apply this concept with student admi ssion into
universities is just the first step and it will be carried out in “right
doses' as it was a corrective neasure.

"I ama trained nmedi cal doctor and I know about a | ot of nedicine. But,
too much of nedicine is not good for a patient. It rmust be given in the
right doses."

"Wt can take the first step, if we succeed, we will continue, but
sonetimes we nmust realise that the medicine can be too bitter to swall ow
al though it can cure the ailnent."

Dr Mahathir said the rationale behind the proposed i ntroduction of the
nmeritocracy systemfor Ml ay student admission into universities was to
remind themthat if they did not excel in their studies, they would risk
being rejected fromtheir university.

"The Governnent wants to help Bumiputera in the field of education
because of their rather poor background al though things have changed now.

"W are aware of human nentality. If we panper themtoo nuch, they will
not know how to carry thensel ves."

To a suggestion from Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysi a's Prof Datuk Dr



Shari fah Hapsah Shabudi n that educational issues should not be politicised
but be regarded as a privileged issue, Dr Mahathir said he agreed with it.

"When | was appointed the Education Mnister in 1974, | issued a
directive that students should no | onger be asked to |ine up on the roads
when a VIP visited the place.”

He said he al so ordered that photographs of mnisters should not be hung
in school s.

"Thi s was because | wanted students to concentrate on their studies and
not be involved in other matters, but people did not obey ny
instructions.”
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