13/ 11/ 2001
Educating the public on H V/ Al DS

Hi zreen Kanm

IN conjunction with the recent Wrld Al DS Day, an exhibition on H V/ Al DS
was jointly organi sed by the residents' association of the Sri Kel antan
public housing and the Kual a Lunmpur City Hall in Bandar Baru Sentul, Kual a
Lunmpur recently.

Aiming at creating awareness anong the public on the danger of the
epi dem c, the one-day exhibition was al so held to di ssem nate accurate
informati on on the deadly disease, as well as to educate them on what they
can do to assist those infected with the di sease.

The event, held at the parking area of the Sri Kelantan flats, attracted
sone 300 Sentul residents.

It was opened by City Hall Advisory Board nenmber Ma Whey Chyi, who stood
in for Batu MP Ng Lip Yong.

The exhibition al so saw the participation of several rel ated
Gover nnent al agenci es and non- Gover nnent al or gani sati ons.

Among themwere the Sentul District Police station, Health Mnistry,

I nformati on Departnent, the Federal Territory National Security Unit,
Mal aysi an Ai ds Council and the AIl Wnen's Action Society.

Atalk on H V/ AIDS was delivered by Ml aysian Ai ds Council president
Dati n Paduka Mari na Mahathir, while an ex-addi ct, Mohd Rashid Hashim who
is also an officer with the National Drug Agency Federal Territory branch
touched on the |ink between drugs and Al DS

There was al so a question-and-answer session between the residents there
and Mari na.

Apart fromthat, there was also a colouring contest, which saw the
participation of 150 pupils.

Sri Kel antan public housing residents' association chairmn Mat Zin
Hanafi said an exhibition on the highly-stigmatised di sease was i nportant
for the public to be informed on the | atest updates on H V/ AIDS, as well
as the dangers of it.

"Many people, including residents of Sri Kelantan, are still oblivious
in regards to the danger of the disease. Sone took the opportunity to
obtain nore informati on about H V/ Al DS during the question-and-answer
session with Marina," he said.

"The idea to have the exhibition was nooted by the associ ati on and was
supported by City Hall," he added.

Mat Zin al so thanked the City Hall for their assistance in nmaking the
exhibition areality.

He al so hoped the event woul d give a conprehensi ve outl ook on the danger
of the disease to the public.

"W hope to nmake it an annual event for the benefit of the residents
here," Mat Zin added.

Meanwhi | e, Marina when addressing the crowd said, the nunber of reported
cases of H ' V/ AIDS was rapidly increasing every year.

As of June this year, reported cases of those infected by H V/ Al DS were
recorded at 40,000, conpared to only 6,000 in 1993.
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