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Education is key to nation's future

Enoch Sng

| QUOTE Nel son Mandel a who said that: "Education is the great engine of
personal devel opnent. It is through education that the daughter of a
peasant can becone a doctor, that the son of a m neworker can becone the
head of the mne, that a child of farmwrkers can becone the President of
a great nation."

For a man who spent 27 years in prison to liberate his country, he knows
very well that it was finally his own education that led himto the
position of South Africa's first black President. He clearly enphasises
that it is "education" that will liberate the indigenous people of South
Africa - not riots and violence, not politics, not |and grabbing or even
"genoci de" as practised and encouraged by sonme other | eaders.

For that reason, all Ml aysians nust appl aud our | eaders, who have from
the early years since | ndependence (Merdeka) spent billions on education
for Bumi puteras and ot her Ml aysians. | amone such proud recipient of
governnent funding for nmy education, for which | amforever grateful
(Keranamu, Mal aysi a).

Thankful Iy, because of our |eaders' w sdom we are now tasting the
fruits of a resolute policy of educating our people. Mlaysia sent its
sons and daughters to Britain, the United States, Canada, Australia and
New Zeal and in the early years and it has since broadened its horizons to
i ncl ude non- English speaking nations |ike Japan and Russi a.

Language, culture and distance are not a barrier for our people as we
reach out across the gl obe for education.

It is because of this open policy that we have now a core of
educationists, professors, |lecturers and teachers, Ml aysi ans and
expatriates, who now formthe staff for our vibrant and growi ng string of
| ocal universities and colleges. Ml aysia in fact, has beconme a centre for
tertiary education in the region, receiving students fromall over the
wor | d.

It is wonderful also to see a healthy m x of Ml aysi an prof essional s,
doctors, |awers, engineers, accountants, surveyors, dentists,
pharmaci sts, professors, teachers and others fromall races playing their
role in devel opi ng our nation towards 2020.

Education is the heart and soul of a developing nation. It is the very
framewor k of a devel oped society. Renove its human resource fromthe
infrastructure, no matter how great and advanced, and you are left with an
enpty shell - a "ghost"™ city or nation.

A rich nation, blessed with huge resources and wealth is nothing wthout
an educated people. Once its foreign expatriates and workforce | eave, it
goes back to zero, |eaving behind hi-tech equi pnent that no one is trained
to handl e and whi ch qui ckly breaks down or becones obsol ete.

Such a country is worse off than even an undevel oped agri cul ture-based
nation, whose citizens are still able to till the Iand and work w th oxen
to feed its people.

As we nove into the era of information technol ogy and K-econony, the
rol e of know edge and education in personal devel opnent will be even nore
i mportant. Every Ml aysian parent knows that, particularly in our country
where the degree holder is rewarded with a much bigger incone, conpared to
the blue-collar worker who struggles for alife-tine.

That is why education is such an inportant matter. Wether we like it or
not, it will always be "politicised" - whatever that neans.



| amwhat | am because ny country gave ne the opportunity to pursue ny
dreans and achieve it. | whol eheartedly believe in and endorse the sane
spirit with which John F. Kennedy called his fellow countrymen in his
i naugural presidential address of Jan 20, 1961 - "Ask not what your
country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country"

However, before any Mal aysian can contribute effectively and
meani ngfully towards the nation's grow h and devel opnent, he or she nust
recei ve education, experience and know edge to equi p and prepare hi mwel |
in serving our bel oved country.

I have no doubt that nearly all ©Malaysians will fully support that every
student with excellent results should be rewarded wi th schol arshi ps and
the opportunity to pursue his or her studies.

Qur Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in his book The Mal ay
Di | emma nentioned about the two types of schol arshi ps bei ng awarded. The
first is for the brilliant, i.e. based on nerit and the second group, for
the needy, for the equally vital role of social restructuring.

Thus, the issue of education cannot be cl osed by one statenent or Press
rel ease and the last person in this country who shoul d ever close
di scussions on education is the Mnister of Education hinself.

| suggest |eaders should not avoid difficult questions and take a cue
from educat or and author of the 1930s, Al an Bl oom

"The liberally educated person is one who is able to resist the easy and
preferred answers, not because he is obstinate but because he knows others
wort hy of consideration.”

Let us continue to give Ml aysians access to the best education in the
wor | d.
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