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EFFI Cl ENT ADM NI STRATI ON SAVED NATI ON, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today the country was saved from bei ng bogged down by probl enms resulting
fromthe econom c sl owdown because of an adm nistration and staff who are
efficient and hold true to the prom se they made when they joined the
gover nment service

The prime mnister said that up to now Mal aysia was safe conmpared with
several neighbouring countries which were still grappling with the probl ens
caused by the econom ¢ downturn and now new probl ens had energed due to the
slowdown in the United States econony.

"W saved oursel ves because we have an adninistrative system and
adm nistrative staff who are efficient and hold true to the prom ses they
made while in governnent service,” he said at the presentation of the
Fi nance M nistry's excellent service awards here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, said that in some countries
the salaries were very | ow and because of that there were dishonest acts
i ke corruption.

He said that such a situation continued until corruption was regarded
as the normin dealings with the government.

This, he said, could be due to the | ow wages and the workers had to
suppl enent their incomes with contributions from government clients.

"But | was told that when the salaries are increased three-fold, the
of ficers would ask for three tinmes nore because they now have nore pay.

"Clearly, saying no to corruption does not depend on our pay but on our
culture and ideol ogi es and nobl e val ues," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that although it could not be denied that corruption
existed in Malaysia, it was not ranmpant to the extent that it had becone
the normin society.

He said: "Corruption has two levels...first, there's under-the counter
corruption which neans that it is not accepted as a practice in society.

"Whoever is involved hides it...they only receive (the bribes) under
the counter.

"After a while, when it becones a practice accepted by society the
corruption will rise above the table...nmeaning that it is no |onger
conceal ed.

"So the bribes given are a nornal matter...in fact there are specific
rates for specific work," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in Ml aysia corruption only occurred under the
counter and "we hope that it will not only remain under the country but
wi || di sappear conpletel y".

"Then we will get cleaner service because only with clean service can
we adm nister better and get the returns fromthe country's devel oprent, "
he added.

He said that when the country was devel oped, the government's revenue
woul d i ncrease and part of that revenue would be used to pay wages and
ot her al | owances.

The prime mnister also criticised those who wanted the government to
i ncrease the salaries of civil servants although it did not have the funds
to do so.

He said the governnent nust nanage it finances prudently because
ot herwi se the country would have a high deficit account and its currency
val ue would fall although it was now controlled by the government.



He urged all civil servants to understand this and continue to provide
efficient service so that they would get conmensurate returns for their
efforts.

At the cerenony Dr Mahathir presented awards to 75 mnistry staff, 30
of whom received di agonal salary increnents and 45, vertical increnents.
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