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10 PER CENT OF SCHOOLS PRACTI SE SEGREGATI ON, SAYS NUTP

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 18 (Bernama) -- About 10 per cent of the 10, 000
primary and secondary schools in the country are practising sone form of
raci al segregation, National Union of Teachi ng Profession (NUTP)
secretary-general Datuk N. Siva Subranmani am sai d today.

He said the situation was "quite bad with people with different
agendas" doing this at a tinme when the government was striving to foster
raci al integration.

According to him a school in Anpang here was one of those which
streanmed students according to their racial backgrounds.

"The government nust take firmaction. For this reason, there are sone
Chi nese parents who chose to transfer their children fromnational schools
to Chi nese vernacul ar schools,” he said.

He clained that this practice of racial segregation in schools had been
going on for the last 15 years.

"The reported case of a school in Port Klang is only the tip of the
iceberg as this is the first case that has been brought to the attention of
t he higher level,"” he said.

Siva, who is al so Cuepacs president, said if this trend continued the
country faced a bleak future as students, who are future | eaders, would not
understand the concept of national integration and its inportance.

He was commenting on a statenent by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi yesterday that he woul d ask Educati on M nister Tan
Sri Musa Mbhamad to expl ain how race-based stream ng of students coul d have
happened.

On Saturday, the M C Youth Education Bureau alleged that certain
schools are practising discrimnatory policies by stream ng students based
on race.

It naned Sekol ah Kebangsaan Pel abuhan Kl ang as one such cul prit.

NUTP urged the governnent to investigate school adm nistrators who
practised such destructive policies to determine if their action was
politically notivated.

"The governnent, especially the Education Mnistry, should clean up the
school administration of such narrow m nded tendenci es and ensure that our
schools reflect the country's nmulti-ethnic conposition," he said.

Failure to do so now would result in dire consequences for the country
and its peace-|oving people, he said.

Si va said Cuepacs, the unbrella body of civil service unions, would
seek a nmeeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
di scuss the nmatter as soon as possible.
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