21/ 09/ 2001

Ei ght new faces join Tabung Haji investnent pane

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Tabung Haji today naned the ei ght new nenbers of
its investnent panel conprising syariah | aw experts, accountants and
corporate figures.

The new appointnments are part of efforts to restructure Tabung Haji and
hel p overcone its weaknesses.

Tabung Haji was recently enbroiled in a controversy over all egations of
fraudul ent withdrawal s of nore than RW nmillion fromcontributors as well
as poor investnents |locally and abroad.

The appointnents follow a statement by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamed earlier this nonth that Tabung Haji's investnment pane
woul d be revanped to help it becone nore professional

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Abdul Hami d Zai nal
Abi din, said the organisation would al so be introducing a new and safer
wi t hdrawal net hod systemfor its depositors. Details woul d be announced
soon, he added.

Amanah Capital Partners Berhad managi ng director Datuk Seri Syed Anwar
Jamal ul l ai |, who was appoi nted recently, heads the new panel .

The nenbers are Syariah Judicial Departnent director-general Datuk
Shei kh CGhazali Abdul Rahman, 63, |slam c Economi ¢ Devel opnent Foundati on
(YPEIM director-general Dr Abdul Ml ek Awang Kecil, 44, and MBf Hol di ngs
Ber had executive director Azi zan Abdul Rahman, 51

The others are Amanah Capital Ml aysia Bhd Corporate Services chief
Abdul Wahid Omar, 37, (see CORRECTI ON above) Danaharta Nasi onal Berhad's
Property Managenent director Mhaned Bakke Sall eh, 47, and Yayasan Budi
Penyayang Mal aysi a Trustee Datin Paduka Zahridah Ismail, 54, who is al so
Synphony d obal Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd director

Also in the panel is To' Puan Dr Hayati Mohanmad, 42, who is currently
t he Busi ness Process team| eader for the Human Resource Mnistry's E-
Gover nment proj ect.

The ninth menber of the panel will be nom nated by Bank Negar a.

So far, Tabung Haji has confirmed the "di sappearance"” of RM7.725
mllion fromtwo depositors' accounts. The | oss of another RM 1.4 million
has yet to be confirned

Abdul Hamid, in his response recently, had said that there was no urgent
need for ACAto investigate and that it was best that the natter be |eft
to the police and the Audit Departnent.

On the new wit hdrawal method, Abdul Ham d said it was to hel p check
fraud and irregularities.

"We are now in discussion with the National Registration Departnent and
the Home M nistry on howto cone out with an organi sed and safer nethod of
deposit withdrawal ," he said after receiving zakat contributi ons of RW
mllion fromei ght conpani es today.

Abdul Hamid al so denied all egations that certain quarters within Tabung
Haj i, including hinmself, were keeping certain information on the fraud
fromauthorities.

"The whole matter is now under police investigation. | have not neddl ed
init

"There is no point in nme keeping informati on under waps. As | have said
earlier, I amwlling to provide any information needed," he said.
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