04 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r- Ut ar
ELIA BI LI TY MUST BE CRI TERI A TO ENTER UTAR, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- Eligibility nmust be the criteria for
student intake into Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (Ut ar) although it was a
private university owned by MCA and opened to all races, Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

"Utar is open to all races but students fromall races nmust have the
eligibility to enter it," he said when asked to comment on the assurance by
MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik that students fromall races
woul d have an opportunity to enrol in Uar to further their studies.

Dr Mahathir said other races cannot blane MCA or the Chinese community
if they do not have the eligibility to enter the university.

"If they are not qualified or sonmetines they are not interested, we
cannot fault the MCA, cannot bl anme the Chinese, they (MCA) open the
university for all races, no quota,"” he told a nedia conference after
opening the 48th MCA CGeneral Assenbly.

The Education Mnistry had on July 5 offered MCA to set up a private
uni versity which the party named as Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (Ut ar)
after Ml aysia's Father of Independence and first Prinme M nister

Asked whether there is a proposal to turn Utar into a public
university, Dr Mahathir said if there is such a suggestion, it must be
st udi ed t horoughly.

In his opening address, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
chai rman, said the governnent approved Uar as it believed the university
woul d not be used exclusively for the Chinese.

O her races woul d al so have access to the university, he said.

Asked to comment on the arrests of eight men, including a PAS Youth
| eader under the Internal Security Act (1SA) for alleged involvenent in an
Islamc mlitant cell, Dr Mahathir said: "W don't know what party but we
know t here are PAS menbers who have gone for training overseas, involved
with the Taliban (in Afghani stan) and have taken up arns in a foreign
country.

"They have returned to the country now and we didn't act act upon their
return. Only when we found that they intend to resort to violent actions
i ncluding commtting nmurders, rob banks, explode bonbs, this we cannot
allow in our country, that's why they were detained,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said there are PAS nenbers who are | aw abi di ng and
conformed to the denocratic process but there are al so those who resorted
to extrenme actions.

"Sonme are of the opinion that the denocratic process was too sl ow or
wi Il not bring success to them So, they are nore confortable with viol ence
to topple the government, to commt nurders and so on,"” he said.

I nspect or-CGeneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai said yesterday that the
ei ght | SA detainess are believed to be involved in mlitant activities in a
renegade group call ed Kunmpul an Mij ahi di n Mal aysia (KW .

On the suggestion by the Ml aysi an Human Ri ghts Comm ssi on ( Suhakam
t hat peaceful gatherings should be allowed, Dr Mhathir said: "Suhakam
seens to be setting up standards of their own, they are not interested in
the nation's security.™

He said Suhakam was free to express its opinion and forward proposals
but the governnment nust give priority to the interests of the majority.

"Suhakamis just one group of people, the interests of the majority of
t he people has to be taken into consideration. W think in this country



there are nore freedomthan in many other countries, including sone of the
devel oped nations,"” he said.

Suhakam in its 32-page report rel eased yesterday, stated that freedom
of assenbly woul d not necessarily disrupt peace or lead to public disorder.
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