06/ 07/ 2001

"Bui l ding and | aunching satellites by 2020

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - A working paper on devel opi ng space sci ence studies
in the country has been subnitted to the Government with an expectation
that Mal aysia woul d be ready to build and | aunch its own satellites in
2020.

It is expected that the country will have the expertise by 2020 to
| aunch commercial and mlitary spacecrafts.

The paper, by the Institut Ibnu Sina of Universiti Teknol ogi Ml aysi a,
was handed over to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad today at
the end of an aerospace science convention held at the Pal ace of the
Gol den Hor ses here.

A resol ution adopted at the two-day convention, organised by UTM and
National Security Division of the Prine Mnister's Departnent, was al so
handed to Dr Mahat hir.

The space science studies conprises three stages, fromPhase 1 (2001-
2005) to Phase 3 (beyond 2020).

Under Phase 1, students are to conduct research in the fundanental
fields with focus on three nain fields - atnospheric science, space
sci ence and space conmmuni cati on.

Research activities under Phase 2 (2006-2010) will include other related
agenci es and the buil ding of space science research conpl exes in sel ected
pl aces.

The highlight of the research programme is exploration of space, in
addition to the launching of satellites and various integrated space
research activities.

The total cost is estimated at RM4 nmillion - RML5 nmillion for building
space science | aboratories, RML9 million for instrunentation and RV60
mllion for research.

The resol ution, nmeanwhile, outlined various areas needing attention of
t he Government.

It called for the direct involvenent of scientists in the fornulation of
policies, planning, devel opnent and nonitoring of the socio-economc
devel opnent of the society and country.

On rewards, it felt Malaysian scientists should be given attractive
i ncentives, salaries and career advancenent.

Adequat e fundi ng shoul d al so be extended for research and devel opnent
activities, with the anount on R& be increased fromO0.5 per cent to 1.5
per cent of the GDP

The resolution also called for the nunber of science undergraduates to
be increased as well as full funding for those pursuing post-degree
cour ses.

O her proposal s adopted included the need for a review on the science
and mat hematics curricula in schools and the training of teachers for
t hese subj ects.
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