27/ 09/ 2001
Enpl oyers shoul d back punp-prim ng neasures: Zai ha

Hami sah Hami d

EMPLOYERS shoul d be a responsi bl e soci al stakehol ders and support the
Governnent's punp-primng efforts, including creating enpl oynent, Ml aysia
Trades Union Congress (MIUC) president Senator Zainal Ranpak sai d.

"They shoul d not be quick to lay of f workers but | ook at other options
such as reduced wor ki ng hours, redepl oynent to other divisions or
departnent and retraining.

"They (enployers) should realise that their profits are derived from
consumners who are actually their own workers,” he said in a statenment to
support the new RMA. 3 billion stinulus package to spur economni c growth
announced | ast Tuesday.

He said such initiatives should be comrenced in consultation with
wor kers and their unions so that the soci o-econonic inpact of an inm nent
gl obal econonic sl owdown can be reduced.

Zainal said workers will be able to consunme nore goods and servi ces,

t hereby contributing to the conpany's revenues, if they can hold on to
their jobs and have adequat e purchasi ng power through fair wages,
consistent with the prevailing cost of |iving.

He sai d many conpani es have nerely been paying |ip service for education
and training as there has been no visible and serious comrmitnment on their
part to conduct broad-based training courses for their workers.

He cal |l ed on enpl oyers to better use of the Human Resources Devel oprent
Fund by sendi ng workers for training sothat workers can acquire worksite
skills which will nake themnore productive

Zai nal al so said the MIUGC proposed National Retrenchnent Schene (NRS)
assunes greater i nportance especially duringthe current difficult times.

"The establishment of social safety nets in the country has becone
critical, all the nore so with growi ng uncertainty anong t he peopl e,
especially the workers, as regards their future as well as that of their
fam lies," he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had suggested t hat
enpl oyers and wor kers shoul d contri bute 50 sen each per worker per nonth,
whil e the MITUC proposed that the schene to be nanaged by t he Soci al
Security Organi sation.

Zai nal sai d al though the Governnent has been supportive of the schene,
it is the enployers who refused to cooperate.

He sai d on many occasi ons, proposal s and suggestions supported by the
Gover nnment, even if opposed by the uni ons, have been inpl enented by
enpl oyers on the grounds that it is a Governnment's directive and therefore
| egal Iy bi ndi ng.

"W do not see why the sanme rational e cannot be applied now.

"W urge the Governnent, especially the Mnistry of Human Resources, to
be firminits approaches by tabling a Bill in Parliament on the NRS and
incorporate it as an amendnment to the Social Security Act 1969," he said.

MIUC | auded t he Governnent's RWA. 3 billion stimulus package, especially
the RMBO mi | i on annual allocation for wel fare paynments, RML50 nillion for
the training of retrenched workers and t he RVbOO nont hly al | owance for
unenpl oyed graduates to acquire various skills.

Zai nal said the tenporary all owance for 10,000 di pl onma and university
hol ders to learninformation technol ogy, mat hemati cs and | anguages, is the
first of its kind in Ml aysi a.
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