20/ 09/ 2001

Enpl oyers nust gi ve workers Saturday off

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Enpl oyers nust give workers the day off on Saturday, a
public holiday followi ng the nation's good showi ng at the Sea Ganes or
replace it with overtinme or another day off.

Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said failure to do so
woul d be tantanount to breaking the provisions of section 60(D)(1)(b) of
t he Enpl oyers Act of 1955.

"They are liable to face the consequences for non-conpliance where they
can be fined up to RMLO, 000," he said, after being briefed on the
El ectroni ¢ Labour Exchange project today.

The directive was al so applicable to enployers in Sabah and Sarawak even
t hough the Labour Ordi nance of those two States did not have specific
provi sions on the matter.

"l have the power to nake provisions to conpel enployers there to follow
the directive," he said.

The nministry's |legal advisers were drawing up provisions to set rules
for enployers in the two states. It was discussed with Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad during the Cabi net neeting today.
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