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Enmul at e positive aspects of Japanese systemand | eave the rest

Syed Nadzri
SHOULD Mal aysi a ape Japan?

Thi s question should be rephrased, or rather, updated: Should Ml aysia
continue to ape Japan now t hat the Japanese econoni ¢ bubbl e has bur st
that the East Asian economc mracle is showi ng signs of failing?

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad says we shoul d. And he
shoul d know. After all, according to an Osaka tel evision station, he has
vi sited Japan 50 ti nes.

"But not the way the Japanese are copying the West," said Dr Mahathir
when asked this question by Mal aysian journalists in Gsaka on Saturday
during his "50th visit". To him we just choose the good and dam t he bad.

And there are nore good things than bad about the Japanese. Dr Mahathir
hi nsel f was upbeat about the observations of a Ml aysi an student
concerni ng some of the sinple things Ml aysians should | earn fromthe
Japanese.

The econom cs student from Kobe University stood up during a dial ogue
with the Prime Mnister at the Royal Rihga Hotel in Osaka on Friday night
to ask why it was so difficult for Ml aysi an shopkeepers to be as polite
as their Japanese counterparts.

It is true the nonent you are served in a bar or restaurant anywhere in
Japan, the waiter is sure to say "thank you for waiting, sir" with a
smle.

O take the Shinkansen train (bullet train) from Tokyo to, say, GCsaka
The schedul e says the train departs at 4pm stops at Kyoto at 6.08pm and
arrives at Osaka at 6.30pm

Take the train on any day and the punctuality is strictly observed to
t he very second

Trivial as it might seem such habits reflect discipline, and one which
Dr Mahathir is trying hard to incul cate anong Mal aysi ans.

Even the Thais, according to the Prime Mnister, have nore refined
manners. "W can copy this Japanese culture.”

Dr Mahathir's first visit to Japan was in 1961, and he said he was
amazed to see how the Japanese, |ess than 20 years after the devastation
of World War 11, were rising fromthe ashes through sheer determ nation
and di sci pline.

"Sonme of themwere paid wages not in nonetary terns but food. And they
perservered. They worked hard and literally built up the country fromthe
ashes of war.

"And now they are the world's No 2 econom c power. What nobre can we say
about that and isn't this sonething we should enul ate?" he told students
during the dial ogue.

But at the sane tine, Dr Mahathir is apprehensive about how Japan is
managi ng its success and achi evenents, about how the country is becom ng
nore and nore Western.

In his speech on pronoting understandi ng between Japan and East Asia at
an econom ¢ synposi um organi sed by Mi nachi Shi nbun on Thursday, he said:

"Now Japan is trying to emul ate the Wst 100 per cent. In politics,
econony and financi al managenent, Japan is discarding all its old
practices in favour of Western nmethods and st andar ds.

"Japan has discarded |ifetinme enpl oynent, co-operation between
CGovernnent and the private sector, regional cooperation, ideology, etc.

"Even Japanese youths want to be bl ondes, work | ess and play nore. The



traditional Japanese and eastern culture is being discarded and repl aced
with Western disregard for filial piety and discipline.”

So, Dr Mahathir's answer to the question whether Ml aysi ans shoul d
continue to copy the Japanese who are copycats thenselves is sinply - we
shoul d not copy the way they copy.

"But there are nany other aspects of the Japanese system from which we
coul d pick up.

"For instance, the student pointed out in the dialogue that Ml aysian
shopkeepers do not treat custoners |ike the Japanese do - polite, ever-
smling and hel pful. This is one aspect we can copy.

"There are others of course - cleanliness, discipline and nethods of
bringing up children. This we can follow. Not the econom c system which
t he Japanese copy fromthe West."

Dr Mahat hir does not hide this fact that despite his fascination for
nost t hings Japanese, he thinks Japan should not try to be another US

And this many people in Japan know, including Shintaro |Ishihara, the
governor of Tokyo who bel ongs to the sane class of outspoken people.

I shi hara, al ongside Dr Mahathir, was one of the panellists in a
br eakfast tal k show recorded over Fuji Tel evi sion network on Saturday.

The host of the show introduced the two personalities as persons "who
make the right comments and who have very strong vi ews about the US"

I shi hara was al so asked what he thought of Dr Mahathir.

The answer: "An excellent nedical doctor and politician. W don't have
too many of his kind in the world."

And that of course cane froma well-respected Japanese.

( END)



	Emulate positive aspects of Japanese system and leave the rest (NST 22/01/2001)

