11/ 05/ 2001

Encour agi ng nore youths to be in voluntary bodies

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Government has a clear plan to encourage nore
youths to be involved in voluntary organi sati ons under the Ei ghth Ml aysia
Pl an.

Youth and Sports Mnistry director-general Datuk Raja Ruslan Raj a Samah
said the Governnent had all ocated funds to encourage themto organi se
vol untary progranmmes.

"The spirit of volunteerismis useful and essential to ensure the
prosperity of the country. Through voluntary work, we will be able to
share our fortune with those who are in need," he said in a Press
st at ement .

Raj a Rusl an sai d Mal aysi an yout hs possessed tal ent and have a huge
potential for voluntary work. This woul d al so keep them from unheal t hy
activities.

"There are many areas in Mal aysia that need volunteers. Youth
associ ati ons shoul d organi se sui tabl e voluntary programres. "

He said the Mnistry woul d of fer support and gui dance to youth
associ ati ons.

The M nistry together with the Ml aysi an Youth Council and the Perak
CGovernnent will al so organi se nunerous activities to mark National Youth
Day 2001 cel ebrati ons.

The National Youth Day Assenbly will be held at Stadi um Perak on May 15
and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad is expected to | aunch it
and present awards to yout hs.
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