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Engl i sh Language a natural unifer of peoples and countries

Yunus Rai ss

THE worl d has seen trenmendous changes since 1914, sone good, sone not so
good, and consequently it has becone necessary to be adept at
accommodati ng t hese changes. As Dr Mahat hir woul d say, change or peri sh.

We have seen the rise and fall of conmmuni sm we have phenonenal progress
inthe field of comunication; and we are now faced with environnental
probl ens that threaten our very existence on earth. Qur survival as a
speci es depends on international understandi ng and co-operation, a genuine
t oget herness without political spin.

Change in the past was seen as sonething strange and perhaps
threatening, but today it has becone synonynous with progress. People's
attitudes and val ues have changed, sonetines for the better, and in other
cases for the worse. Lying in Parlianment carries no stigma these days.
Princess Diana saw fit to present her case on tel evision. The Serbs have
raped Bosnia with total inpunity, and President M| osevic is questioning
the legitimcy of the court now trying him

Nei ther Britain, nor the USA, or any other nation, is nowin a position
to police the world, so we nust all co-operate to avoid conflict. W have
been nenbers of a nmutual suicide club since the bonbing of Hroshima in
1945.

We need to | ove each other as brothers and sisters, irrespective of
race, religion, political and social background.

The worl d can only becone a better place if we all, together and
i ndividually, act to achi eve peace and justice at national and gl oba
| evel . W& should not be over-ready to destroy or denigrate others.

Justice and peace have been the cornerstone of all civilisations. W are
asked to listen to the voice of reason.

Man is strong only by union and cannot achi eve happiness in a world ful
of conflict, suspicion and hatred. Even the Jeffrey Archers of this world,
i ncludi ng of course those in Ml aysia, deserve synpathy and justice.

"Man will see the truth," said President Wodrow WIson when presenting
his case at the end of World War | to the Senate for his League of Nations
address for a world peace. Al wars nmust stop, he argued. Gandhi
reinforced this quest for peace when he said “Non-violence is the first
article of ny faith'.

Sages have made it their business to persuade the young and the old
alike to inprove their hearts and minds, to have a spring of virtues to
act justly, and to avoid wong-doi ng. Prophet Mihammad said, "do good, for
God | oveth those who do good". Jesus preached |ove for all. The Buddha
showed t he path of righteousness.

Nati onal and international organi sations need to uphol d tol erance and
peace at governnent |evel, through schools and other institutions and the
mass nmedia. Religion and politics can play a very significant part if they
operate beyond parochial concern to the wider world of humanity, sonething
they both subscribe to.

Mal aysia is a good exanple of living in harnony in a nmulti-cultura
soci ety.

It has united its people and gone fromstrength to strength since
| ndependence in 1957. It has played an active role as a nodel for others
to emul at e.

To achi eve such gl obal ainms, several organisations have been brought
into exi stence such as Voluntary Service Overseas, the American Peace



Cor ps, Medicine Sans Frontieres and United Nations Associ ati ons.

The Tower of Babel led to confusion and division anobng people. Esperanto
attenpted to give the world a gl obal |anguage to unite them

The English Language, however, has becone a natural unifier of peoples
and countri es.

Those who learn to speak it, get on with each other far nore happily,
wi t hout a demarcation of US and THEM

The recent increase in lawlessness in Britain is a reflection on
societies that care nore for the creation of wealth than educating their
peopl e to have noral codes and standards of behavi our on the basis of
peace and happi ness for all

Those who live by the sword, die by the sword. One begi ns to wonder
whet her econom ¢ success | eads to peace and harnony.

Till about a decade ago, the British-Asian popul ati on was har d-wor ki ng
and peaceabl e. Recent events in O dham and Bradford have been attributed
to social and econonic inequalities.

It would be too sinplistic to say that | awl essness flows from|l ack of
enpl oynent and general econonic depression.

Some of the incidents nmay be brought about by sinister influences
cal cul ated to cause damage to all parties. Crimnality cannot be excused
on the grounds of econonic deprivation.

Soci ety cannot hope to have peace and prosperity where there are raci al
tensions. Race riots nust be stopped i mediately for nmutual benefit. No
side can benefit fromviolence. Al religions, including Islamand
Christianity, preach tol erance and nmutual respect. Farakhan has won his
appeal to preach in Britain for peace and co-prosperity.

But hooliganismis hooliganismis hooligani sm

If a child' s education | acks hunman val ues, mutual respect and tol erance
what follows is social disorder and viol ence, an area of much concern to
Dr Mahat hir recently.

I magi ne for a nonent an institution where people of different col our
creed, race, age and education attend the sanme institution in search of a
common goal of acquiring know edge. The students cone from diverse
cul tural and social backgrounds.

They speak Ml ay, Cantonese, Tamil, Punjabi, and of course English. They
are keen to |l earn, pass exam nations and obtain their "Senior Canbridge"
for their future. They were dedi cated and i ndustrious students who want ed
to achieve as nuch as they could. They had peace and prosperity in their
hearts.

This is what Dr Mahathir prescribes as the right course of action for
his 20-20 vision, with plenty for all in social harnony.

Think well, work hard and speak the right | anguage.
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