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A NATI ONAL Day advertisenent sponsored by Petronas two years ago showed a
man rem ni sci ng about being taken by his father to witness the

procl amati on of | ndependence on Aug 31, 1957.

Forty-four years is indeed a long tinme and a new generati on of
Mal aysi ans i s replacing the generation of Mal ayans who bid farewell to the
British and settled down to reach conprom ses and together, build a
nati on.

Sonme stayed to provide guidance and advice but they were often heard as
echoes of the past, of an era that is irrelevant to the current political,
econom cal and social environnment, and their nunber has gradually
decr eased.

But sone advice of these seniors rermain relevant to this day - chiefly
that of wunity.

Unity, has remained the central thene of National Day cel ebrations, from
Bersatu Maju in 1977 to Bersatu Ke Alaf Baru in 1999, and is also a
conmponent of the thene for the years 2000 and 2001 - "~ Kerananu Ml aysi a'.

Much has happened over the past year since thousands attended the
colourful National Day cel ebrations in Shah Alamlast Aug 31.

As we cel ebrate yet anot her anniversary of the Independence today at
Dat aran Merdeka, much reflection is needed on the inportance of sonething,
which is so often nmentioned, that some do not even register the word
anynore - unity.

Refl ection is needed for the value of |Independence can easily be lost in
the fun-filled national day fiesta of parades and performances attended by
t housands, and watched |ive over television by thousands nore.

But nore than to celebrate, the event should remind us of the val ue of
i ndependence and reaffirmthe need for unity anmong Mal aysi ans, who are not
just divided by race, but increasingly, by political opinion and val ue
systenms. In viewof this, it is encouraging to see bits of unity through
i nstances |i ke the attendance of Pas president Datuk Mhd Fadzil Noor and
DAP vi ce-chai rman and Kepong MP Dr Tan Seng G aw at | ast year's
cel ebrati on.

There nmay be many political parties but there is only one Ml aysi a and
we are all responsible for ensuring it remains a stable and dynam c
country with a bright future for us and subsequent generations.

This nmessage is perhaps apt at a tinme when two of the largest parties in
Bari san Nasional - Umo and MCA - are dealing with internal issues and the
Opposition parties are rushing to gain as nuch as they can fromthe
current political scenario.

O course, the subsequent devel opnent of the Suqiu incident |ast year
and the unveiling of mlitant activity anong some Mislimgroups, who have
gone to the extent of carrying arns, should have sone sobering effect on
us all.

I nci dents such as the throwing of chairs at the recent MCA Yout h General
Assenbly only serve to remind us of the need for rationality.

Revol uti onary change, as can be seen fromthe experiences of
nei ghbouring countries, is not really the answer, and will exact too
expensive a price fromall of us.

Change, neverthel ess, is occurring.

In the case of Umo for exanple, disciplinary action has been taken
agai nst those found engaging in noney politics, the party's ever present



bane which grew during the pre-crisis days flush with cash

Real i sing the need to reach out to younger wonen, especially the
professionals, the party set up Puteri Umo and efforts are being nade to
regain lost ground with the grassroots and i nprove the party's footing.

MCA' s controversi al purchase of Nanyang Si ang Pau and China Press only
served to bring to the fore its |leadership differences that will remain a
thorn on the party's side that will fester until party el ections next
year.

Over in East Ml aysia, eyes are now on the Sarawak State el ections |ater
this year.

In the elections arena, all eyes were focused on the Likas by-el ection
in Sabah, where results of an earlier poll in 1999 were declared void
owi ng to evidence of phantomvoters. Barisan Nasional's Datuk Yong Teck Lee
regai ned the seat with a larger majority of 7,451 votes.

In the economic sector, the Third Qutline Perspective Plan, which
outlines the Government's anbitions for the next decade and the five-year
Ei ght h Mal aysia Plan, were both unveil ed, providing an insight into the
efforts that will be made to sustain growth and achi eve devel opnent al
targets.

Wil e on the whole, the ains of the previous plans have been achi eved, a
nunber of weaknesses have been identified for tackling over the next
decade, so as to ensure that the country remmins on track to achieve
Vi si on 2020.

The sobering effect of the econom c sl owdown and the realisation of the
need for tougher action has sparked a clean-up of the private sector.

Fol I owi ng on the heels of restructuring exercises in the banking sector,
CGovernnent -i ntervention through State-entities Pengurusan Danaharta Bhd,
Pengur usan Dananpdal Bhd and the Corporate Debt Restructuring Conmittee,
comes the repurchase of Malaysia Airlines and the restructuring of Renong
Ber had.

More changes are expected and if all that is needed, is done, new faces
and better practices can be expected anong the larger, or rather, well-
connected players in the private sector.

The realisation of the inportance of the know edge-econony and the need
to nove into higher-end nanufacturing and val ue-added producti on has
resulted in increased i nportance being given to education and training.

More opportunities than ever are avail able for those seeking further
education, the latest addition to the list of universities being TAR
Col l ege, which will be known as Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman.

On a sadder note, the historical 37-year-old Dewan Tunku Cansel or in
Uni versiti Malaya suffered 90 per cent damage during an early nmorning fire
on June 29 that al so destroyed 1,800 graduation robes and 2,000 nortar
boar ds.

Damage caused by the fire, the cause of which is under investigation,
was estimated at RML2.4 million.

Al most i medi ately, the Dewan Tunku Cansel or Restoration fund was
initiated by the New Straits Tinmes and close to RML.5 nillion has been
collected so far.

The setting up of higher education funds, |oan schenes and all owi ng the
wi t hdrawal s of noney fromthe EPF for education will in the long run all ow
many nore Ml aysi ans the opportunity for higher education.

Reports fromprivate education institutions indicate that a | arge nunber
of top Mal aysi an students are still going abroad for further education and
many graduate with excellent results.

Cccasionally, reports are carried about Ml aysi ans who have excel |l ed
abroad, such as former high school teacher Gunaretnam Raj agopal, who is
now assi stant director of research at the Canbridge University's



presti gi ous Cavendi sh Laboratory.

Art, in various forms, is flourishing.

Fromthe presentations of young artistes at our art schools who have won
regi onal conpetitions to events such as the Second Philips Jazz Festi val
this year held at Bukit Jalil

This festival also included the inaugural finals of the Philips Schoo
Jazz Awards 2001.

Mal aysi an poet and aut hor Lim Swee Tin nmade hi story when he won t he
Sout heast Asia Witing Anard for his poetry in Ml ay.

In performng arts, much expectations have been placed on the e-vill age,
a RMB billion nmultimedia centre for entertai nnent products and services
that is expected to be conpleted by 2007.

Al ready, it has signed a collaboration agreement with India's Pentanedi a
Graphics Ltd, the world's third | eadi ng conput er ani mati on conpany.

Social matters have al so not been neglected, but rather its interest
strengthened with the formati on of the Wonen and Fam |y Devel opnent
M nistry | ed by upcom ng politician Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil

The setting up of a famly specifically to deal with wonen and famly
affairs, in addition to a National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nistry
reflects the need to achi eve a bal ance between social and physi cal
devel oprent .

Al ready, a constitutional amendnent has been passed to enshrine the
equal rights of wonen in society.

Wil e nany issues related to wonen remain to be tackled and resol ved,
things are slowy noving forward.

Progress in sonme areas nay be slow, but on the whol e Mal aysia has cone a
| ong way since that norning on Aug 31, 1957 when the | ate Tunku Abdu
Rahman raised his arminto the air to procl ai m Merdeka

Due credit should be given to the country's | eadership for this
progress, especially to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who
cel ebrated his 20th year in office |last nonth.

Many of the chall enges our new y-i ndependent country then faced renain,
but many nore have been overcone.

VWhat remains is whether we are able to maintain a bal anced perspective
and remain united in the face of the challenges that remain to be tackl ed,
and the new ones that are created every day.
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